- %e [
CLEAN PAPER

/\./\

WHAT THE PAPER SAYS - WHAT IT DOESN'T - WHY IT MATTERS

c 2
PSSP Y I J0 - NIV PRIV N T e Y
Sl e dy ALl (Sl

e el a2 lalyy N5 Bl PN L b A CBis A 0\ Science 3 wys o
i 3o, adanas (g8 Sl D) 35 130 S Tl s g 8 Dl 530 1 i 2560,
BSOS ot N V3 L S 600 el g e e Kramers ) 3 S8 (s Lo a7 5

L Bt LA G Sl os e L 24 ), (B (ool

Written by Matteo - Cross-checked by Vera Rubin - Edited by Michele Renda - Figures by Nova Vela - Al-assisted, human-
reviewed

Paper: Relativistic collapse of the classical triple bond in the CBi- molecular ion, Deniz Kahraman, Jie Hui, Xin-Yu Zhang, Neil A. Ellis, Hyun
Wook Choi, Kirk A. Peterson and Lai-Sheng Wang, Science ,393 187-184 (2026) - DOI: science.aeil285/1126.10


https://doi.org/10.1126/science.aei1285

1Ll LSl I'HE CLEAN PAPER

$ N\

Cos 50 et ©opuidl vt b 5ol il

BE 55 Lo i) o 5 3ke anlll e3h) (B L Bl sl by Sty Lt Aty (2 3251 2l B 20 5,50
i \&\)\d djf—j‘ wdy Ladi) N3 3 4y 3| »KC @u\ j;"u@d"’ il L A Gy R e by J&J‘}!\
4,.‘/ Mf ‘_gL L.E.:\)) ou\a-bw “L‘\Jﬁ‘“ Cd.wu)u\l\

L;j'l\ L@.ﬂj LLKw\ ;L&b‘ u,<£ u\)\.v L; ULJJ*&JY\ g_,a.,o) ‘J,QC L;ﬂ..b- v\‘«.«j Ulc L‘L«EA d)g 4.0.&;—‘ ub,\u) Cu.h: fw) d.n\
Lo sgdn (iboaicn

il S ol line 48 2 Gl gl It r 51 G5 (B L) BT e 5yl 0

el Q3 3 tam Y gl e

JBJUL}J«.{JY\ JS.;W\J‘;f@@} wtr;fw\wfcw“%o\juj L:}J}Jl83&.)}ﬁ‘}bu
OV Akl awf )l ol o)) dol — Al a0, AV G g O18Y) %;\ — lall-cal) o 81 C'r"-:‘)y Sk <P
coledl Ll LS e g b el 101 0V 2l Sl 2 Y b v, 2SO

Choi Wook Hyun; Ellis A. Neily Zhang Xin-Yuy Hui Jiey Kahraman Deniz la e 3 Science L*; svad )l ey
L";L,KJ;}!\ 551 Sslds 25 CBi-. Syer09S (oA ();}/\ ol O g ;\b Wang Lai-Sheng, Peterson A. Kirk,
2 A b S ASOW 2 e i gl Cpmp ) kil (S 2} ol o MU 2258 ) plls CN-
5 J 2

u.,a} tL,aJ 4&.,«))@\ ((LSL oLﬁ\ + L«M)) M‘)Lfv CBI- o‘)u‘]\{b Q.v,o\ J" C((‘L.le L‘}U\ L}\j}‘)) g_,.w\s g:Y\ AMAH
.f;.hz)\ G Caiadl g il gl Wi pe S L AJ:.E\)\ 'S@\ “JU\ jJ\ Llauls 4 5w 50 Kramers C”‘ o L’SA.A

The textbook triple bond meets heavy-atom relativity

Spin-orbit coupling mixes the clean sigma/pi picture in C-Bi.
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one sigma bond
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relativity | Omega | Kramers pairs
E— sigma/pi mixing

Boundary: the textbook model still works where relativity is small.
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