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WHAT THE PAPER SAYS - WHAT IT DOESN'T - WHY IT MATTERS

To mpwT0 cAKYapO TOL SPEONKE arvducoa
oTa AoTpa elval Ynueia, oyt (wn

AoTpovouol ava@épovy Ty TpWTN aviyvevon Evog TpayuaTIKoU popiov caKyapov oo
StaoTPLKo péoo: epUOPOVAALN, o XELPOLOPPN KETO(N TECTAPWY aTOuWY dvlpaKa, o€
pastopdopara and 70 vEPog G+0.693—0.027 kovTd oo F'aAaélako Kevrpo. H aviyvevon
elval TequIKA toyuvpn) — TOAAQTAES QaouaTIKES YpauuéS, Tpocapuoyn apboviag Kat
€0AoyN 0606 oxNuaTlo ol o€ Taywuéroug KOKKOUG aml ulkpoTepa uopta. Exet onuacia
eneLdN peTa@épel ula karnyopla mpoLLloTikng xnueiag ard ™n I'n oro Staornua. AAAG
Sev elvatl pLsodn, ovTe RNA, oU7e {wi, oUTE ar08elén 07t N wpwiun I'n «ordpOnke» pe
QaPKETO ocdKXaPo WoTE va apyloel n Bloroyla.
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Paper: Detection of a four-carbon sugar in interstellar space, Izaskun Jimenez-Serra, Juan Garcia de la Concepcion, Herma
M. Cuppen, Marta Rey-Montejo, Miguel Sanz-Novo and colleagues, Nature Astronomy (2026) - DOI: 10.1038/s41550-026-
02905-7
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aoTpoXNuela

Eva cGkyapo o€ Eva paSlo@do o

Yrdpyxel pla ek8oxn aLTAG TNG LoToplag oL oXeSOr YpAYETal OV TNG: OLETLoTAHOVEG BPRKay
Chyapn o70 SldoTnua, Apa Ta cVoTaTKA TNG CWNG BplokorTal mavToV. Elval §edeacTIkd — Kal
LTEPSOALKA YPIYOPO.

To mpayuarikd aroTéleoua elval KaBapdTePo Kal w0 evdla@épor. Le véa epyacia or0 Na-
ture Astronomy, ot Izaskun Jimenez-Serra, Juan Garcia de la Concepcion, Herma Cuppen Kat
oLVEPYATEG arva@EPovr TNy avirevon EPLOPOVAGCNG 070 SlaoTpKo ueéao. H epuBpouAodn
elval keroln Teoodpwr aTduwr Avbpaka: TPayuaTIKO o@KXapo, XELPOLOPPO, XN KA oY ETIKO
(e TPOSLOTIKEG 080VG Kal apKETA ulkpo WoTe va avalnrnOel p€ow 70V TEPLETPOPLKOV 7OV
@dopaTog.

To ofua wpoépxeral and 70 G+0.693-0.027, €va poplakd véPog Kovtd o710 Talalakd
Kévrpo, mepimov 8.2 kiloparsecs paxkpld. H ou@da xpnolporoinoe gupeleg, m0A0 evalobnreg
padloerloKOTHoELG ard Ta TNAEoKOmla Yebes 40 m kat IRAM 30 m, 7m0V KOAUTTar wlrw
am0 91 GHzZ o7ra atpoc@alpkd mapdbupa 7 mm, 3 mm Kot 2 mm. Taiplagar éva oOroAo
TaPaTnPOVLEYWY PadLOyPauuWy ue EPYacTNPLaKA TEPLoTPOPLIKA Se80uéra TG EPLOPOLALLNG,
TPOoApuocar TNy EKTouTh Kal Erelra pwTNoav av N XNuela Ty SlacTplkwr Taywr uropel
va mapPAyel apKeTH m0oOTNT.

Tieivar 7o G+0.693—-0.027;

To G+0.693—0.027 8ev elval 70 810 70 Tarallakd Kévrpo kal Sev elval n palpn Tpra
Sagittarius A* Eilval poplakd vé@og ornr Kevrpiky Moplakr Zovn, 70 Tapalweg
Kal mA0Uolo o€ aéplo mepl3dAlor yupw and 70 KévTpo 70U TaAadla pag, wepimov
27.000 érn @w7TOg amd 7n I'm. To O6voud TOUL €lval ocLvTeTayuévn: 70 G SNAWVEL
YaAa&laKeg oLvTeETaYuEVEG, Evw +0.693 Kal —0.027 elval 70 yaAa€lakO ukog Kal
mAA7T0G. To v€pog BplokeTal oT0 mePLBAAAOY TOL Sagittarius B2 kal elval xnutkd rAovolo,
aAAd Ol aoTPOorOuoL 7O ueAETOVY KUPLWG p€ow PadloQurKwy Kal XIALOoTOUET PIKWY
QaopaTIKWOY YPpauuwy aml TEPloTPEPOuEVa uOPLa, OXL ueE oLYNBLo uEVEG ELKOVEG 0PaTOV
QWTOG.


https://doi.org/10.1038/s41550-026-02905-7
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https://rt40m.oan.es/
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Amoyn Tou Sagittarius B2 ard 7o MIRI Tou Webb, er0G 7epAoTIOU cUUTAEY aTOG LOPLAKWY VEQWY KOVTA
o710 Faha&lako KevTpo. H ewora divel cuu@palduera yia 70 okoviou€ro, mAoUalo o€ uopla TePLBAANOY
YUpw amo 70 G+0.693—0.027- dev eival Gueon ewOva TNG avixreuong epUOPOUAOZNG Kal dEr amOTENEL
oTOLYXELO Ylar KOKKOUG oakXGpou 1 Slohoyiar.

Image: NASA, ESA, CSA, STScl, Adam Ginsburg (University of Florida), Nazar Budaiev (University of Florida), Taehwa Yoo (University of
Florida); Image Processing: Alyssa Pagan (STScl) fair-use

A radio fingerprint, not life

The evidence chain runs through spectra, fits and chemistry - not through biology.

lab rotational Yebes / IRAM abundance fit ice-grain
data - lines - - chemistry

Boundary: a sugar molecule, not life; not ribose, RNA, DNA or biology.

Ao eva padlo@WUIKO «daKTUNIKO amoTUTWua» o€ ular KAPTQ 10plou EPUBPOUNOLNG Kal ETELT(r o€ Evar OPLO:
HOPLO oaKkXapou, oL {wh. H aAucidba TauToToLEl TO 1OPLO- bEV aviXreUel SlONoYia.

Original diagram — The Clean Paper CC BY 4.0
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Small C2 pieces can build a C4 sugar

The model route is chemistry on icy dust grains, while the C3 sugars stay below detection.
\
glycolaldehyde
/
+ C2+C2 C4 sugar detected
N /
ethylene glycol
/

C3 sugars: below detection limits

Boundary: chemistry can grow complexity before planets form; it does not show life.

AUO0 &@BOova 60K oTOLXEI BUO aTOuWY GrBpaka — YAUKOAQASEUSN Kal clUNEVOYAUKOAN — EvOrOvTal
0€ TaYWHEVOUG KOKKOUG Yl v oXNuaTioour EpUBPOUNOLN TEToAPWY aTOuwr ArbpaKka, Evw Ta oGKXapa
TPV aTOuWY AvOpaKa uerour KATW amd 70 0pLo avixreuong. H xnueia uropei va au&drel Tny
TOANUTAOKOTNT (v TPW oXNUQTIoTOUY TAQVNTEG.

Original diagram — The Clean Paper CC BY 4.0

AvTog elval 0 onuarTIKOG LoXLPLoplG: Eva TPpayuaTIKO pOPLO ocaKXAPOL uropel va oxnuatioTel
Kalva erlBlwoel o€ Puxpo SlaoTpkd TEPLBAAAOY apKETA KaAd WoTe va aviyrevBel ard rnTn. O
LoXUPLo oG Sev elval OTL oL aoTporduoL BpiKar Cwr, RNA 1 ula KouTaAld {dxapn va alwpeiral
avlueoa oTa AoTpa.

Tl EKavar oL cLYYPaYELG

« Xpnoworoinoar evpulwrikd padlo@douara 70V popPlakoL réPoug G+0.693—-0.027 kovTd
o070 Tadalakd KévTpo ard Ta TnAeckoTla Yebes 40 m kat IRAM 30 m.

« AvaCimTnoar €pLBPOLAGCN XpPNoluwoTolwrTag TPOoPatn EPyacTnPlaKy TEPLoTPOPLKA
QaouaTooKoria, XWPlg Tnv omola oL aocTporoulkeés ypauutg 8ev Ba umopoloar va
TaVTOTON00VY aloTloTa.

« Movrehomoincar Ta @Aouara pe MADCUBA-SLIM vr6 Torikr Oepuoduraulky loopporia,
AapBdrovrag vroyn Térw ard 180 6N TavTomouEra uoplakd eidn oro (810 v€POG oL
elval yeudro @aopatKEG ypauués.

« Eorlacar mnv mpooapuoyf ora QUTEWOTEPa Kal ALYOTEPO ETKAAVTTOUEVQ X aPaKTNPLOTIKA
NG £pLOPOLAGLNG.

« ZOYKpwar TNy €PLOPOLAOLN pe oLYYerIiKA pdpla: YAUKOAQASEDSN, alOULAErOYAUKOAN,
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YAUKEPaASEDSI, SLUSPOEVAKETOV N Kal YAUKEPOAN.
KataokeVaoar KBavToxnuKA Kal Kwnrikd povTéla Monte Carlo ylo 70 7w¢G Ba umropovoe
va oxnuatiCeral n epubpovAoln Tarw o& Taywuéroug KOKKOUG SlaoTPLKNG oKOvNG.

T BpRKav

Aviyrevon pe ToAMarAégypauu€g. Hepyaoia ravromrolel 12 oVroda ypauuwr epuOpovAdlng,
7m0V avTloTol(0Vr o€ 17 erué€poug perantwoels. EEL ard auTd Ta oVroAa, SnAadn evvéa
ETLUEPOVG pETATTWOELS, TaflwouolrTal WG Karld KUPLO AGY0 un EmKaALUTTOuEVQ, pE
VTOAELTOuEY ETLUOAVVoN <25%.

Eva Yuypo, auvdpo popro. H rpocappoyn LTE Sivel Oepuokpacia S1€yepong 11.3 £ 1.8 K
Kol TUKvOTNTa omHANG (8.7 + 0.8) x 10'% cm~2, pe KevTpikr TaxOmra 69 km/s kat e0pog
ypaupng 22 km/s.

Muwp1 aAAa peTpriotun a@Bovia. H cvvayduern a@Bovia epuBpovAdlng elvat (6.440.6) x
10719 og oxéon pe Ha.

To pKPOTEPa oK) apa AeimroLY. Ta avdioya odKyapa TPLOY aTOuWY ArOpaKa, YAUKEPaASELSN
Kal Studpo&uakerdrn, Sev aviyrevovral: Ta ar®WTeEPa OpLA TOUG Elval <4 x 10~ kat
<7 x 1071, H epuBpovAdln emouérwg @ailveral ToLAAloTOr 8-17 EOPES apbordrepn ard
avTl Ta cakYapa C3 o€ avTH TNV TNYA.

To enLyeipnua yla TXala eVOLVYPauuLton Elval pNTO. Tl Ta EELALYOTEPO ETIKAAVTTOUEV O
XaPaKTNPLoTIKA, Ol oLYYPa@el§ eKTLuoVr mlBardTnTa TuXalag evOLYPALuLONG YPaLWY
0.2%. AxOun KL av XpnoluworonBoly u0ro TPeLg | TEooePLS uN ETKaAVTTOUEVEG VPG,
ava@Epovy enineda eumloToobrng 95.2% Kat 98.3%.

H ynueia éxeL evAoyn dtadpoun. To povrtéro oxnuarifel epuBpoLAOGLN Tdrw o AuopPPo
7ayo vepoL amrd §V0 ulkpoTepa (8N C2 mov 8N elval ApBova o0 vEPOC: YAUKOAQASEDLSN
Kal alOLAEVOYAUKOAN. OLKOVTWOTEPES TPOTOOLWTELS TalPLALOVY 11EBarOAN, YAUKOAASEDSN,
alBLUAEVOYAUKOAN Kal epuBpPoVAOLN evTOC TaplyorTa TEVTE, ar Kal VTEPTaPAYOLY Ta il
aviyrevpéra odkyapa C3 Kard rapdyovreg repimov 25-70.

[aTiavT0o Sev elval arAwg «Caxapn o0 SLAo TN e

[MaAaldTEPOL aoTPOrOulKOl TiTAOL €X0Ur LEPIKEG QOPEG amOKaA€éoel TN YAUKOAQASELSN
«70 amAOVoTEPO olKXapo». Elval xnulkd cvyyerik) pe o olkyapa Kal €XEL onuacia ylo
v TPOLLOTIKN YNpela, aAAd N epyacia mpocéxel mn SLdkplon: N YALKOAQASEDLSN elvat
V8POELAASEDLSN, Ol TpayuaTiKOg cakyapirng H epuBpovAdln elval Sia@operikn. Eilval
povooakyapirng, Kerddn, Kal oL oLYypa@elc TNr mePLypAPOLY WG 7O TPWTO olKXapPO TOU
ava@EpeTal 010 SlacTPLKO péao.

AvTo €xel onuacia ereld) n xnuela ™G mpo€Agvong TNG CwNg ouXra TPETEL va VTOBETEL
oK apa WG apyLKO VAKO. P1BOCN Kal YAVKO(N €xovr Bpebel oe perewpireg Kal o Selyuara
70U aoTEPOELS0VE Bennu, kA7t 10V LTOSNAWYEL OTL EPOG TOV ar0B€uaT0G cakXApwy uropEel
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va €XeL EEWYNN TPOEAELTN. AAA 70 va BAETELG 1OPLO TYETIKO 1€ cAKYapa o€ ueETEWPITEG SEv
elval 70 {810 pe 70 va avireVELg ocdKXapOo oT0 a€Plo Kal TN oKOvn avlueoa oTa AoTpa. ALTH
N epyacia mnyaivel éva BAua vwplrepa oy aAveiba: Tpw amd punTPIKA cWuaTa, TPW arod
pETEWPLTEG, TpWw ard TAariTEC.

To aroTéAeoua elval erlong xnuikd Tapd&ero ue xpriowo 7poTo. ZurNbwg, 0Tar oL SlaoTPIKEG
XNUKEG OLKOYEVELEG peEYaAWroLvr wpPoobérovTag Aroua QrvBpaKa, Ta pueyaAlTEPa uEAN
ylvovratl moA0 Atyorepo dpBova. ESw, 70 olKXapo T€oodpwr aTouwyr Arbpaka aviyreveratl
evw Ta avtloTola ocdKXapa TPWY aTouwr ArBpaka 0xL OL ocLYypa®elg vrooTnpilovy A7L
ot 080l KaTaoTpoPNG Kal onuatlouol mlrw o& Taywuéroug KOKKOUG uropel va gurooly
oLYKPLTIKA TNr €PUBPOLAGTN o€ aLTO T0 TEPLBAAAOL.

Tt 8er arodelkrVEeL

Aev Seiyrel Cwn 070 StdoTnua. Eva poplo cakydpov elval rpoBloTiki xnuela, 0xL Slodoyia.
Agv SelyreL pL3ocn, RNA ; DNA. H epuBpovAdln puropel va looueploTel o ovyyereic aA80Ceg
€ VOaTIKEG cLVONKEG Kal umopel va ocLuueTEXEL o€ TPOSLOTIKEG 080VG, aAld Sev elval 70
olKXapo 7O oKEAETOV TOUL RNA.

Aev Selyrel Bloroykn xelpouop®ia. H epuBpouvAdln elval xewpouopen, aAAd avt) n
padloaviyrevon TavTomolel 7O pdplo: Sev ueTpa evarTouepKn Teplooela oUTE SelyreL 071
Kuplapyel Eva poplakd «xEpw.

Agv amobelkrUeL 0TL aUTO 7O pPOPLO €QTace orny mpwiun I'n. H epyacia oulnrd mBarvn
UETAPOPA (oW UIKPWY oWUATWY, aAAd aVTO Elval TPOEKTaoN ard TNy a@Bovia, Tn xnuela
UETEWPLTWY Kal TNy loTopla 70V HAlakoU ZuoTiuaTog.

Aev onuaivel 0T AVBNKe 70 7TPOSANua NG «TPOo€AeLaNG TNG CwNg». H mapoxn ulag
Karnyoplag poplwr Sev elval 7o 8o pe ™ cLrapuoAdynon peraBoALo oL, avrlypa®is i
KLTTApWY.

Agv a@alpel TNy afefaldtTnTa ard 70 TPOSANua TNG aviyrevonG. Ta orolyela elval Lloyvpd,
al\d n mnyn elval yeuldrn Q@aouatKEG ypauuts Kal N epyacia a@lepwrel mpayuatiki
TPOoTABELn 071G EMIKAAVYELG ereldN eKel umopOoVY va oL BOVY AarvBao €veG TaLTOTOUTELG.
Aev perarpénel TNy eKkTilunon wmapddoong ce pé€rpnon. H epyacia ekriud o071 wepirov
(0.5-50) x 10° kg epuBpoLvAOlNG B uropoVoar va elyar Tapadobel orny mpwiun I'n kKard
rov Late Heavy Bombardment, aAAd 0 aplBu0G e€aprdral ard apkeTEC VLTOBETELG Kal Ol
oLYYPa®el§ onuelwrovy 071 70 (810 70 oevdplo 7oL BouBapSlouol Exel au@loSnTnoel.

[1000 Loyvpa elval Ta oTOLYELR;

H aviyrevon Sev elval pla povadikn ypauuf pe pla loropia KoAANuérn mdrvw mnG. Lrnpieratl
o€ gPyaocTnplaKy QacuatooKoria, eupela padloerloKOmnon, TOAAQTAEG UETATTWIELS oTIG
oWoTEGoLUYVOTNTEG Kal TaXUTNTEG, TOoOTIKO 10vTEAO YPaupuwy Kal pnri ar@Avon ertKaAOPEwW.
Ta €€L KaTa KOPLO AOYO i ETKAAVTTOuEVQ XaPaKTNPLoTIKA Elval 0 TUPHrag NG VTOBETNG oL
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AAAEC YPauu€G Kal N o UVOAKN TP0oapuoy mpocBérovr ovvérnela. T'a €va oUrBeTo LOPLAKO
v€Qog, elval cofapn oTparnykn aviyrevong.

To aoBevéorepo pépog Sev elval n Sla n Tavroroinon, aAAd n evplTepn epunreia yla
v wPo€AeLoN TNG CwNG. To xNuKO povTeéAo Seiyxrel 67L n epuBpPoLAGCN umopel eVAOYa v
oxnuatloTel o€ Taywuéroug KOKKOUG armd ulkpoTepa ulpla, Kal N mraparnpoVuern a@bovia
pplokeral orn ocworn yevikn 74€n puey€Boug. AAA 70 povTEAo e€akoAovBel va VTEPTaPAYEL
oplopéva un avi(reLuéra olkyapa C3 Kal 8ev Yaproypa®el 7ANpn 080 ard SlaoTplkd Tdyo
pé€XpL 8iktvo avridpdoewr ornr mpwiun I'n. H yépupa ard 70 «aLT0 70 pOPLo LTAPXEL 07O
Stdornua» 070 «aLTO BoNBnoe va apyioel n Cwi» elval eVAOYN, OXL arodedetyuévn.

H kaBapni KaTdoTaon Aowrdr elvat: Loxupn aoTpoynulki aviyrevon: e0Aoyn xnuela oxnuariopuov:
LT0BeTIKNA SlOAOYLIKN onuacia.

Tarl Exel onuacia

H rpoplorTiki xnuela éxet mpdSANua mpoundetag. Oplouéra ard ra pdpla 7oL XpNoluoToloVyTal
o€ oevdpla TPoéAeLoNG TNG CwN¢g Sev elval eDKOAO va TapaxBoly oe XpNolueg T0odTNTEG LTO
amA€g ourOfkeg mpwiung I'ng. Evag 7pon0g va perplactel 70 TpoSANua elval n efwyerng
Tapadoon: KouNTeG, aocTEPOELSEl Kal peTewplreq @E€provr pdpla moL oxnuatioTnKav
vwplrepa, oe Puyporepa Kal mlo Trapaieva repl3dAlorTa.

Avti n epyacia Sivel ornr W€a w0 KaBapn avdrrn wnyfd. A€eL 07L TOVAAYloTOV Eva
TPaYuaTIKO 00K apo puropel va rapaxBel 070 {810 70 SlaoTpLKo €0, TP 70 VALKO KAELSWOEL
o€ pKpAd cwpuata. AvTo Sev KArvel 71 (W arvard@euKTN. KArvel 0pw 70 apyIko XNulko ar00eux
ALYyOTEPO TOTIKO: €POG TNG oXETIKNG XNuelag uropel va Eekwd mpl vTApEovy TAariTEC.

H xaAUTepn ekdoxn NG loropiag 8ev elval «ta cvoTarkd 7NG {wN§ SplokorTal TarToL». Elval
oTevOTeEPN: €va YUXPO poplako ré€Pog KovTd 070 Tadallakd Kévrpo mepLEEL aviXreVou0
XELPOLOPPO o AKX PO Kal N XNuela 1OV 70 OTLAYVEL urOpPEel va Aelrovpyel TArvw o€ Taywutroug
KOKKOUG oKOvNG. AuTo elval (6N apkero.

KaBapn avrvon

AoTporouol ava@épovr TNy TpwWTN aviyrevon evdg Tpayuarkol poplov cakXApov o710
SlacTPKO p€co: epuOPOLAOCN, ular XELPOLOPPN KETOLN TE€oodpwr aTOuwr Qrbpaka, oT0
v€@0og G+0.693—-0.027 xov7Td 070 T'ada€lakd Kévrpo. Ta orolyela mpoépxovTal ard mOAamAES
padlopeTrarTWoelg ToL TaparnpiOnkar pe Ta TnNAEskOTla Yebes 40 m kat IRAM 30 m,
TPOoapuldsTNKar o€ EPYyacTnPlaKd QaouaTkKd §e8ouéra Kal vrooTnpilorTal ard povTéA0
oXNuaTlo oL o€ Taywu€roug KOKKOUG okovnG. To aroréAeoua €xel onuacia exeldn Selyrel 071
€vag TUT0C TPOALOTIKAG XNuElag oakdpwy puropel va ocLuBel mpw oxnuaTloToVy TAariTEG Kal
peTeWpPiTeg. Agv elval {wn, oUTe pL3OCN, oUTE RNA, 0U7e am08el&n 07l TéTola udpla Eomelpar T
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pBloAoyia omn I'n. Elvat loxupf actpoxnukn aviyrevon ue mpooeKTIKN, TEPLOPLouérn oVVETELQ:
70 SldoTnua uropel va raplyel TreplocOTEPO amd 70 TPOSLOTIKO ardBeua an’ 000 Yrwpllaue.
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