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WHAT THE PAPER SAYS - WHAT IT DOESN'T - WHY IT MATTERS

‘Evag 7purAog §eo110¢ avbpaka-Fiopnovbiov
Selyrel moL TaVEL v AELTOVPYEL 1 0XOALKN
EIKOVQ olyua Kot L

Mo pedérn oro Science eéeTdetl 70 uopLtako v CBi-, évav oUYYev) yvWoTWy TPLITAA
Seopepérwyr E8WY TOU TEPLEYEL Bapl oTOLYElD, pE KPLOYEVIKN QaouaT0oKoTia
PWTONAEKTPOVIWY Kal oYETIKLOTIKOUG KBavTIKOUG Um0A0YlouoUs. To amoTéAeoua
elvatl dueon évéelén oTL N Loxvpn oOLEVEN omlv-TPOXLAG umOPEL va avadlopyavwoel TO
KAao kO mAaloto S0 i@y alypua Kal ml o€ oXETIKLoTIKA (VYN Kramers tov yapaKrnpi{ovrat
aml 7N ocLVVOALKN) oTpPoQopul. AvTO Sev Kavel AavBaouévn TN ovvnBlopévn xnukn
TEPLYPaPn TWy €Wy SelyveL ylaTl aAAdlel n AoyloTikn KovTd o€ moAV fapld ATouc.

Written by Matteo - Cross-checked by Vera Rubin - Edited by Michele Renda - Figures by Nova Vela - Al-assisted,
human-reviewed

Paper: Relativistic collapse of the classical triple bond in the CBi- molecular ion, Deniz Kahraman, Jie Hui, Xin-Yu Zhang, Neil
A. Ellis, Hyun Wook Choi, Kirk A. Peterson and Lai-Sheng Wang, Science 393, 184-187 (2026) - DOI: 10.1126/science.aei1285
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EvagrpirAog §eou0¢ elval curNBWE TaKTOToLINHEVOG.
To SlopoVB10 TOr KAVEL ALYOTEPO TAKTOTOLNLEVO.

H 7umikn elora evdg 7pLrAol 8eo o elval évag 800G olyua Kat 8V0 Seopol wi. Evag 8eopuog
olypa elval 70 Kard pé€rwmo Tufpua 70V 800V, e NAEKTPOVIKN TUKVOTNTa KaTd uKog 7NG
ypauuig 7oL evwrel Ta V0 Aroua. Evag 8eou0g L elval 70 TAELPLKO TuNpa, e NAEKTPOVIKN
TUKVOTNTa Tlrw Kal KATW ard, | YOPpw aml, avTh 7N Ypauu. ZT0v oXOALKO TpLrAl 8eoul, Evag
olypa ovr 800 7L oxnuaTifovr €va Kabapo TakEro.

Elval éva xaBapd ox€8l0 Kal, ylo ela@pd aroua, elval curd Kabapo yla KaAd AGY0: T
NAEKTPOVLa umopoVry va TEPLYPa@OVr o€ TPOXlaKA 7wy Omolwr 70 oXAua Kal 70 oml
Tapap€roVy EvvolOAOYIKA EeExwpLoTd.

AvTi n ewbra Sev elval Yéua. Elval moAD KaA mpocéyylon o0 Tufpa 70V TEPLOSIKOD TivaKa
0moL (oVr Ta TEPLloTOTEPa TapadelyuaTa Twr aXOAKWY BLBAIWY.

To SlopovBlo Sev fplokeral o€ aLTO 70 Tuua TOL TEPLOSIKOV TivaKa.

To Blopovblo €xel 83 mpwrovia. Kovrtd o€ évar 7000 Sapl muphra, N oXETKOTNTA TaVEL
va elval SlakoounTkn 8L0pOwaon Katl yiveral uépog ™G xnuelag. Ta NAEKTPOVIa KlwoUrTal
o€ medlo apKeTd LoYLPO WoTE N oVLELEN omlw-TPOYLAG — N o VLEVEN avlueoa 010 omly €VOG
NAEKTPOrioL Kal TNy TPOXLaKA 7OV Kivnon — va puropel va yivel éva ard Ta KOpLa 0pyarwTIKA
orolyela. Orav ovupfaivel avTo, oL TaAlEg eTikéreg Sev eCa@aviforvTal ereld KArolog 71
E€xaoe. llavovr va elval 0L KaAUTEPEG ETIKETEG.

H véa epyacia o70 Science rwr Deniz Kahraman, Jie Hui, Xin-Yu Zhang, Neil A. Ellis, Hyun
Wook Choi, Kirk A. Peterson kat Lai-Sheng Wang peAerd pla okOrlua kabaph mepinrwon: 70
popLaKo Wr avbpaka-Blopovbiov CBi-. Eival loonAekTpoviko pue 70 CN-, éva owkelo ocVoTnua
TPWIAOV 800V eda@pwr orolyelwr. AvTikaBloTwWrTag duws 70 AlwTo pe Blopovblo, 70
(8o mpOSANua KaTau€rpnong NAEKTpovinwy pera@éperal o€ mOAD SapUTEPO, oXETIKLOTIKO
TEPLSAAAOL.

To kaBap6 aroTéheoua Sev elval «oul TpurAol Seopol elval AdBog». Elval oTerd7ep0 Kal Lo
evSla@épor: oo CBi-, N KAaoK meplypa®n olyua-cur-800-mL KaTapPPEEL o€ ula oXETIKLOTIKN
TEPLYPan mOL facileTal og (evyn Kramers xapakrnplopuéra amd TNy m1POSOAN TNG o LVOALKAG
orpo@opunG. O Seoudg efakorovbel va vmdpyxel. AuTO TOL amOoTUYXAreEL elval n maAld
AOYLloTIKN.


https://doi.org/10.1126/science.aei1285
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The textbook triple bond meets heavy-atom relativity

Spin-orbit coupling mixes the clean sigma/pi picture in C-Bi.

4 ™
light-element heavy C-Bi case
picture .
one sigma bond relativity | Omega | Kramers pairs

plus two pi bonds sigma/pi mixing

Boundary: the textbook model still works where relativity is small.

Evag 7purhoOg 6e0 160G EAa@PWr oTOXEIWY Elval Eva TPOXLaKO oiyua our dUo - 70 Bapl C-Bi, n cUleuEn
o -TPOXIAC Taw avadlopyarwrel og {euyn Kramers |SZ| 1E avduelEn olypual/ml. O deou0G TapapEreEL — Ol
OXONIKEG ETIKETECG Elval aUTEC TOU TaUOUY Yo NELTOUPYOUL.

Original diagram — The Clean Paper CC BY 4.0

T pé€rpnoar oL cLYYPaPELS

Ol ovyypa@eig Tapfiyayar CBi- oe puoplakn 8€oun ue arodounon pu€ow AEWep evdg ordXOL
Blopovdiov/ypapirn Kal omn oLVvéxela €€é€raocar 70 avlOv pe€ KPLOYEVIKN Qoo puaT0oKomin
OWTONAEKTPOriwy VPNARG arvdAvong Kal amelkovion QWTONAEKTporiwr. Avidr elval éva
aprNTKA QopTlouéro v 8w, CBIi- elval 70 uopLo ArBpaka-Blopovbiov pe éva emtrAéor
NAEKTPOVLO.

H @aocparookonia @wronAekrporviwr KAvel KATL arAd ue TE(VIKA amalrnTKO 7pOm0. Eva
QPWTOVL0 am0omd €va NAEKTPOVLO amd 70 avldv. Merpwrrag 70 €EEPXOuEVO NAEKTPOVLO
paBatlvovpue Tdon evépyela XpeELdoTNKE Kal, Er0uérwg, mOla OVSETEPN NAEKT POVIKA KaTloTao
emlrevyOnke. Ml ov8érepn NAEKTPOVIKY KartloTaon elval pla emurperth Sldraln rtwvr
NAEKTPOriwy OV arouérovr a@ol a@alpedel 7o ertrAéor NAeKTPOV10. H arelkdrion @wTonAekTporviwy
TPOoBETEL YWrlaKEG TANPOPOPIEG: KaTaypdPel 70 poTiS0 TWr EKTEUTOUEY WY NAEKT pOriwy,
ponbwrrag va mrpocdloploTel 0 YapakTipag 70V TPOXLaKOU awd 70 0r0l0 mpoAbav.

[video pending]
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2UrTou0 EKTALOEUTIKO animation 70U @WTONAEKTPIKOU QalrOuErOU: TO ELTEPYXOUEVO PWC EKTOEEUEL
NAEKTPOVLI a0 €rar UNIKO Kol OL EVEPYELEG TOUG amOKAAUTTOUY TIG KaTao TAOELG TOU Euslvary miow — N
idla apx mavw oTnr omoia facileTal N Qoo uaTOTKOTiaw @WTONAEKTPOVIWY €6W. AEiXVEL TN YEVIKA TEXVIKD,
oxL 70 610 70 Teipaua CBi-. MeTakwdlkorolnke ce MP4 awd 7o The Clean Paper v cupfSardrnra ue
TPOYPAuuaT TEPYNONG: TO TEPLEXOUELO dELY GANQEE.

To KUpLo Phoua oo 4.661 eV €8e1€e TPELG NAEKT POVIKEG CWVEG, ue TIG ETIKETEG X, A Kal B. X1
poplakny Yaopuarookoria, 70 X curnbwg dnAwrel 7n OeueAlwdn NAEKTPOVIKY KaTloTaon —
N XapunAOTEPNG evépyelag KaTloTao TOU 0LSETEPOL uoplov — evw A Kal B dnAwvouvr T1¢g
ETOUEVEG SLEYEPLEVEG NAEKTPOVIKEG KaTaoTATELS TOV euParviforvTal o170 @doua. Eva @doua
vPNAGTEPNG EvEPYELQG oTa 6.424 €V Sev amroKAAVYE TpdobeTa YapaKTnploTIKA.

O perprioelg LUNANG ardAvong E8woar adlaBaTIKES EVEPYELEG amrOKOAANTNG:

¢+ 2.3429 eV yla Tnr KatloTaon X, 70V elval N NAEKTPOrI0oVYYErela TOL 0LSETEPOL CBI-
+ 2.5812 eV yla TNv KarloTaon A
¢+ 3.5246 eV yla Tnv KatloTaon B.

H ava@epduevn relpauariki afelaldrnra elval repirov 0.0010 eV yla 71 NAEKTPOUIKES
evépyeLeg Kal 8 em-1 yla 171G ouxrOTNnTEG 80rNoNnG.

Ol peTpnuéveg oLxrOTNTEG 80rNoNG NTav eriong KovTWwEG aAAd 0L (SLeg:

* X: 681 cm-1-
* A: 606 cm-1-
* B: 633 cm-1.

Avrol ot aplBuol éxovr onuacia ereldn Aéve KATL yla Tov Seoud oe KABE 0L8ETepN KaTloTaon.
'Evag BpaxVrepog, LloxupoTepog deoudg Sivel curnBwg vPNAGTEPN oUXrOTNTA TAONG €rag
acBevéoTepog 1 uakpLTEPOG Telvel va TN pewwrel. H xnuela 8ev agirel mdvra avry my
TPOTaoN XWPLG ETLPUAAEELS, aAAd elval xpAolun TpwTN AasN).

[ToV apyilel va SUoKOAEVETL | TaALA EKOVQ

Le pn oXerKloTlKn weplypa®r, 70 CBi- Ba €uolale ue Laplrepo ovyyern T7ouv CN-. Oa
rePLuErvaue €va YEUATO TPOXLAKO olyua Kal V0 yeulra Tpoxlakd wml. H a@alpeon evog
nAekrpoviov Ba €rpere va Slvel 0LSETEPEG KaTaoTATEL] TOV ur0poVy va aro8000Vr orn
ouvnNBlopévn y\wooa olypalrL.

Ol peTpRoeLg 8ev oLUTEPLPEPOVTaL TOTO TAKTOTOLNuEV L.

OLywrLlaKEG KaTarvouég elval 70 TpwT0 mPOSANua. L€ aVTO TO TElPaua, 0 avlreLTNG Ser ueTpd
o0 TNY EVEPYELa TOL NAEKTPOVIOL: ueTPA Kal 71§ KaTeLOVroelg TPOC T1G 0moleg EKTOLEVOrTalL
Ta NAEKTPOVLa. AUTO 70 KaTeLOLYTIKO £OTIS0 cLrOVIleTal ard ula TaPAUETPO arlo0TPOTiag
7oL Aéyeral beta. H Cwrn X €xel 7w beta 1.86, 7nv orola oL cuyypa@elg epunreovr wg
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Kuplapyxn arokOAANen p-wave ard 7poxlakl 7UToL olyua. Ot {wreg A Kal B €xouvr T1u€¢ beta
-0.73 kat -0.67, ovuBaTéq ue aroKOAANoN TEPLoTOTEPO TUTOU TL.

MéyplL edw @aiverat Staxelplowo: X cav olyua, A Kal B oav L.

Opwgn doun Twr Sovioewr avrioTéKeETal oty 8la ard80on. OTar a@alpeiral Eva NAekTpov L0,
70 plplo propel va pelvel oe SovnTik SlEyepon: 70 poOTIB0 aLTWY TWY KOPLYWY AEYETAL
akoAlovBia Franck-Condon. Ot X kat B Selyrovr mapouola cVrroueg akolovbieg, evw n A
Selyrvel paxpirepn. Av A Kal B jrar anrAwg Ta 8§00 ocVoTaTKA o lw-TPOYLAG plag oLvnBlo uévng
KaTQoTaonG oriG L, Ba €rpere va uold{ovy TEPLoaOTEPO oTIG aAAaYEG uKOVG §€o oV, AvT’
avToV, N B potadel pe TNy X and pla dropn Kat ue mnr A amd GAAN.

AvT6 elval 70 €l80¢ avTi@aong moL eVKOAa KPUBeTal KATW a6 €va SLdypauua. Ol oLYYPa®Elg
KAQvovr 70 avTiBeT0: 70 XpNowomoloVr we Ev8elgn 07L 70 Staypauua ev elval mla 70 cwoTO
avTIKelpevo.

H oyerKloTIKN TEPLYPa®N

T Bapld dropca, 70 oy Kal N TPOXLaK Kivnon 8ev Sltaywpifovral kabapd. H KaAlTepa
Slarnpovugrn mooo0TNTa €lval N TPOLOAN TNG cLYOALKNG NAEKTPOVIKAG oTPOPOPuNG KaTd
pNKOG 70V poplakoL afova. H epyacia mn cvuBoALleL ue omega.

AvT6 aAAAleL TN Bdon TNG mEPLYPa®iC. AvTiva avTiueTwr oLy TOv TPLTAS SE0 b WG Eva olyua
Kal 800 7L TpoYlaKA o 0mola TPooTiBeTal apydTeEpa 70 omly, Ol cUYYPaPELG TEPLYPAPOLY
TIG oXETIKEG KaTaoTAoELG WG oXeTIKLoTIKA Cevyn Kramers. Eva (evyog Kramers eival éva
(evyog eKQLALopE€vwWry Spinors mov aralreiral ard 7N cLupETPla avTloTPOPHRG 7OV XPOYOL
o€ oVoTAuaTa ue TePLrTO aplBud nAekTporiwy. O 6pog elval TeXVIKOG, aAAd 70 onueio elval
apPKETA amA0: o7 oXETIKIOTIKN TEPITTWAT, Taw PUIIKA pOVONAEKTPOVIKA avTIKEluEra elval
spinors, 0L cvrNBlopérva TPOoXLaKA XWPIC ol oTa Omola 70 ol KOAAAEL apydTEPQ.

O TAPWG TYETIKLOTIKOG VTOAOYLo1OG Slvel éva KaBapd w1-6p010 (eVyog Kramers |omega |
= 3/2 xal 8V0 Cevyn |omega| = 1/2 pue onuavTKy avAueldn olyua/rl. Me arAd Adyla, 70
€va (elyog e€EaKOAOVOEl va cLuTEPLOEPETAL KUPILWG car ocVoTaTIKO 7L, EvW Ta GAAa SV0 Sev
Tapap€rovr Kabapd olypua | L. Avr elval N «kardppevon» orov TirAo TNG epyaciag: OXL
e€a@drion 7oV 8eo oV, aAAd KaTdppPeLan 7OV KAaolKoU Slawplouol olypa/ml WG ocwoThG
YAWooag yla auT0 70 0pLo.

OLvmoAoylo ol Sev elval SlakoounTIKA EK TWY VoTEPWY TPOTONKN. OLoLYYPa@EL§ XPNoLuoTOLOVY
TETPacVoTaTIKEG ueBOS0VG cLleVYLEr WY ocLoTAS WY Dirac-Coulomb, pera&b rouvg DC-CCSD(T)
Yl 7n OgpeAlwdn Kat 71§ YaunAég Kartaordoelg Kat EOM-IP-CCSD yiwv Tnr Kard@otaocn B.
To vroAoylouéro unkog 8eouoV C-Bi yla 70 CBi- elval 2.022 angstroms Kal 1 UTOAOYLopEVN
oLXrOTNTa TAGNG TOL arlOrT0G 695 cm-1, KOovTd TNy TelpapuaTKi KAlpaka. OLUTOAOY Lo EVEG
ablaBaTIKEG evEPYELEC amOKOAANGNG cLLPWYOVY oTEVA UE TIG uETPNUEVES KaTaoTAoelg X Kal

A Xal oTnpllovr TN oYETKIOTIKA ar0800N.

Hxardoraon B rapauéretnAerm| repinTwon yla 70r vroAoylo p0. H vrodoylouérn ouxrdrnra
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80vnoNg ™G oLu@wrel Aly0TeEPO KaAd pue 70 meElPaua Kal oL oLYypa@elc 70 epunrevOLY
wg €vdelgn O7L N ovxrdtnTa elval TOAD evalednrn orov Babud avduel&ng wperalld Twy
KaTaoTloewr X Kal B. H 8la oyvpn avduel&n |omega| = 1/2 elval avri mov Slvel ornv
B alobnrd vPnAdrepn ovxrornTa amd tnr A. Mla Kabapr €€fynon Sev mpémel va ylvel
KaBapoTepn and TNv epyacia mov egnyel.

Tt 8er arodelkrvel

Aev onpatvel 6tL oL ovrnBlopérol Seopuol olyua Kat wi elval dypnorol

Agv onpailvel drLoL rpurAot Seopol dvbpaka-alwTov, Ta adkivia | Ta TePloodTEPa o XOALKA
rapadelyuaTa eEha@pwr oTolyelwr Tpérel va avaoyeSlaoTow.

Agv arodelkrVel 071 KAOE §e0 110G Sap€og oToLyeloL cLuTepLPEpPETal Orwg 70 CBI-.

Agv AéeL 071 0 8eoud¢ C-Bi Sev elval moAAamAOG Sea 110G,

Agv peTarpénel TN oXETKIOTIKA KBavTIK XNuela o€ TPoalperikd oTOASL og avTh T
replrrwon elval arapalrnmn yla 7n cwom| arddoon.

Agv Snulovpyel amd p0ro 70V €0 LALKO N véa XNulKA TEXrOAOYia.

To 6pLo elval 70 Vo laoTIKO onuelo. H KAao k) yAwooa Twr €0 uwr AeLTovpyel mOAU0 KaAd OTav
oL TapaboxEg TG elval Tepimov aAnbeig. To CBi- elval Yprowo ereldn ol rapadoyEg TléfovTal
apKeTA WoTe N aroTLYla va yivelL oparn.

[1000 Loyupd elval Ta oTOLYEL;

Ta oroyela elval Loxvpd yla Tnr amr0800n TOL KArOLY OL FLYYPAPELG.

[MepaparIkd, n epyacia cLYSVACEL KPLOYEV KA QAo aTa VYNANG ardAvong, SornTikA Soun Katl
YWrLaKEG KaTaroués @wTonAeKTpoviwy. Avrol elval cvurAnpwuarikol reploplopol: pdrvo ot
EVEPYELAKEG am0oTAoelg Oa NTar acBeréoTePEG o0 Ol YWrLaKEG KaTavoueg enlong N €vraon
avlueod ToVG Elval akpLBWE aLTO TOL SElYrEL TPOG TN oXETIKLOTIKA Epunvela.

YroAoyloTIKA, OLoLYYpa@ei§ xpnoluomoloVy TARPWG oXETIKLOTIKEG TET PacVoTaTIKEG 1EBOS0LG
avtl va m1pocB€oovr 7N oVLELEN o -TPOXLAG WG kP SLOPOWoN PETA amd N oXETIKLOTIKO
LTOAOYLo 0. AUTO EXEL oNuaoia ETELSN 0 loXLPLouOG elval aKPLAWE OTL N o VLEVEN o l-T POXLAG
Sev elval pukpn og avTd 70 poOPLO.

H ovpowria ev elval Télela. H SovnTIk ouxrOTNTa NG KaTloTaong B elval 70 afloonueiwro
avolyTo onuelo. H epyacia pederd eriong éva poplakod 10v, oYL OAOKANPO 70 XNuKO oOurav.
Qo1600, WG TEPITTWON Ara@OPAS Yla oXETIKLoTIKOVE §€0 100G Sapwr oTolyelwr, 70 CBI- elval
acLVABloTa KaBapo: ulkpo, TepauaTiKd Slawplouéro Kal Bewpnrikd Slaxelpiouo.
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Tarl €geL onuaocia

H ynuela ovyrd §18dokel 700G 8€0 100G p€oa amd €lKOrEG. AuT0 Sev elval advrauia. Mla KaAi
EKOva oLuTIECEL TN KBavTIKN pnYavKN o€ KATL m0VL uropel va xpnoluomroujoel o avbpwrog.

ANAA kABe elkOva €xel T SikaloSooia ™G H elkOra 70U 7pirAoV 8eo oV alyua/ml aviKel o€
KaBeoTwg 0oL N o VLELEN oW -TPOXLAG uTOPEl va avTIETWTLoTEL WG SeLTEPEVOVT . Tar fapla
oTolEla propoly va EUYoLr ard avTd 70 KabBeoTwg. To CBi- Seiyrel avTh TNr €€080 o€ éva
pHOPLO aPKETA pKPO WoTe N aroTLXla va uropel va perpnbel Kal va VToAOyloTEL AeTTOUEPWG.

AvTo €xel onuacia yla 7 xnuela fapéwr orolyelwr ereldn 70 SlouovBLO Kal oL yeiTovég Tov
Sev elval EEWTIKEG TEPLEPYELEG oY KBavTIKN unXav KA. Elval meploy€g Om0L OL oY ETIKIOTIKES
emldpacelg avfKovr o7 ournNBlopérn AoyloTiky. Av oL xnutkol BéAovr va oxedldoovr, va
epunrevooLy 1 va TPoBAEYoLry 8eouoVg KovTd oe Bapld Arouq, XpELdlovTal YAWooa TOL
Starnpel 71§ cwoT€G TOodTNTEC.

H a&la mn¢ epyaciag Sev elval 071 kKAvel TNy maAld EKOva va Qalveral avdnrn. Kdrvel kart
XPNoLoTePO: Selyrel aKpLAWG o0 N TaAld EKOva TaVEL va o NKWIEL TO SAPOG.

KaBapn cVroyn

Ot Kahraman, Hui, Zhang, Ellis, Choi, Peterson kat Wang puérpnoav 70 poplako 0v CBi- ue
KPLOYEVIKN Qoo puaT0oKOTia @TONAEKTPOriwy LYNANG ardAVo NG Kal aTelkOvion @WTONAEKTPOviwy
Kal cUvéKpwar ErelTa Ta QAouata pe TANPWS oXETIKLoTIKOUE VTOAOYLo0VUG o LLEVY uEvwY
oVoT@8wr Dirac-Coulomb. Bprjkar Tpelg ovdérepes KaTaoTloelg CBI ue adlaBaTIKEG evépyeLeg
amOKOAANoNG 2.3429, 2.5812 kal 3.5246 eV. Ta @louata Kal Ol YWrIaKEG KaTarouég Sev
Talpldfovr e amAf pun oXETIKLOTIKN €KOva TPITAOV S8€0u0U alyua-cvr-6V0-mL. AvTiBera, N
loxupn oVLELEN omly-TPOXLAG avadlopyarwrel TOv 8eoud o€ oXeTIKloTIKA Cevyn Kramers:
€va ml-0polo Cevyog |omega| = 3/2 Kal SVo Cevyn |omega| = 1/2 pe avauel&n olypal/wL
AvT6 arorelel dueon €v8elln 071, o€ €va oVornua TPITAOL 8eouo0V pe ToAL BapV oTolyelo,
Ol oOALKEG ETIKETEG TPOXLAKWY maVOVY va €lval N KaALTePN Starnpovuern yAwooa. Aev
aroppirrel TN ocvwvnBlouérn xnuky Bewpla deouwr xaproypagel pe axpifela éva onueio
OmOVL N oYETIKOTN T avadauBAreL TN AOYLoT K.
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