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A real heating step, far below a burning plasma

Temperature is only one Lawson quantity: density and confinement time still matter.

burning D-T plasma: ~10 keV (100+ million C)

temperature (log scale)

General Fusion milestone: 1 keV

[ LM26 peak: ~0.72 keV (~8 million C) J

Boundary: heating shown; a burning plasma is an order of magnitude, and two more quantities, away.
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THAW ladder: LM26 &T~0.72 keV, FHAT G149 &T1 keV milestone, 3T burning STETIAH - tritium TATHTE AT
STI~10 keV | THHA Lawson HITH quantities ¥ & :ae U & |

Original diagram — The Clean Paper CC BY 4.0

The magnetized-target-fusion bet

Form a warm magnetized plasma, then squeeze it so compression does the heating.

1. form plasma 2. implode liner 3. heat by
compression
- - # not net energy
warm, magnetized mechanical squeeze what LM26 tests

Boundary: compression heats the plasma; it does not show net energy or confinement long enough for a burn.
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Original diagram — The Clean Paper CC BY 4.0

“magnetized target fusion”, “keV” 3T Lawson criterion HRAT
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Machine’ (company announcement, June 2026)

https://generalfusion.com/post/general-fusion-achieves-compressional-plasma-heating-with-1m26-magnet

Nature news, ‘Nuclear-fusion firm says plant will deliver electricity to grid - but big questions remain’ (2026)
https://www.nature.com/articles/d41586-026-01795-z
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