S —— ke

CLEAN PAPER

/M\

WHAT THE PAPER SAYS - WHAT IT DOESN'T - WHY IT MATTERS

Uhowuwmnujhtt ghuwuwmnh
hagnumnuutinh wnwoht swuthnidp hnipnid
E, np wyt 64dty £ hht, dbnmwnutpny
wnpwwn wuwmnh onipe — pwyg uhko
wiunnnynipjuudp

Wumnuagbtwmbabtinpn VLT-h vhongny switht] L woéluwdtih i wgnunh hgninnwuijhé
hwpwptpnipnitatpp 3I/ATLAS-nid” huijmh tppnpn dhowuwmnuwjhé ghuwumnnid:
Uw wnwehtt nbwypt F, tpp Gdwt sgwuhnid hGwpwynp E Gnbj dG4 wj; wuwmnhg
Liwé opjiijmh hwdwip: Gpinr hwpwpbpnipnLabbnt Fj umwgyb] b Upbqujawht
hwdwlwupgh ghuwuwmnbtiph wpdtpttiphg pwipdn, hasp hwdwwmbnbih F wjb
Uwmph htiwn, np 3I-p dbwynpyly E hhb, gudn dbmwnujubni pjudp wuwmnh pnipy
ujwyjwnwlh uvwinp wpmwphl hwmywdbbtipnid: Quithnidn hujuwéi wnwehb
puwyj E, pwjg hhdtywé E bl opjijmh, Ukl Unjjnijh tpine hwpwpbpnipjnitabph

b U6 wanpnpnipjnibGbatph Yypw. wja sh pwgwhwjnmnid, pt npmbnhg F ik
3I-p, L jjubph httwn npluF juiw snith:

Written by Lucio Vaglio - Cross-checked by Vera Rubin - Edited by Michele Renda - Figures by
Matteo and Nova Vela - Al-assisted, human-reviewed

Paper: High nitrogen and carbon isotopic ratios in the interstellar comet 3I/ATLAS, C. Opitom, J. Manfroid,
D. Hutsemekers, E. Jehin, M. M. Knight, K. Aravind, L. Ferellec, D. Bodewits, V. V. Guzman, M. Cordiner, R.
C. Dorsey, F. La Forgia, M. Lippi, B. P. Murphy, C. Snodgrass, M. Bannister, Nature Astronomy (2026) - DOI:
10.1038/s41550-026-02921-7


https://doi.org/10.1038/s41550-026-02921-7

wuwmnughnnipjnil

UGl wj) wmumnhg Gwo ghuwumnp pujuwjut
unmn wigwy, np httwpwynp thutn jupnuwg
unpw phuhwt — hwghy b

Wunmnugbmitnt wpntkt tptp wiqwd pntb) G WGy wy) wumnuhtt hwdwwnghg
EQwéd opjijm, npp whghnid kn dbp hwdwlwpgny: Wnwehln™ 1I/’0Oumuamua-t 2017-
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International Gemini Observatory/NOIRLab/NSF/AURA/B. Bolin; image processing: J. Miller, M. Rodriguez, T.A. Rector
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n U niunidbwuhpl; Gpu CN dnjiynip@tph nyup: CN-p ghwén nwinhluwji b
wwnq tpuwmnd dnityni), npnbn dtl wéhuwdhh yuwdwo E Ukl wgnunh hbwm, W
wj ghuwuwmntpnid wdttwhtym tumynn ntuwupdwlnn mtuwltnhg k: Lwth np
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wgnun-14 / mgqnun-15 ~ 363 (kptip uhguw vhowluwypp dUnnmwynpuuwtiu 210-hg
Uhbyl gptipt 1,000):

duwjugotpnid tpywo dhowljuypttnt wyumbn wdpnne wwwmunipjnitd G, W junplnnp
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rhnwhih ypw, b winpnpnipyniaitpn dkd G4 hwmijuwtu wgnnh ntwpnid, npntn
«hpwywt» wndbpp hwjwbwlywinptt Ywpnn b jhtl Uptquljtuht hwdwlwupgh
ghuwuwntiphg dh thnpp pwpdp wpdtphg dhtigl dh pwith wiqud wybih pwnpan:
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31/ATLAS has a high carbon ratio
— but low precision

Carbon-12 / carbon-13; horizontal spans have different statistical meanings

Local interstellar medium e+ 69 + 6

Solar System comets (CN) —

reported range 129-196

3I/ATLAS — JWST (CO2 and CO)

151, three-sigma range 107-261

3I/ATLAS — VLT (CN) I ® 1

50 100 150 200 250
Carbon-12 / carbon-13 ratio

Solar-comet values summarize CN measurements in Table 4. Other spans show a +6 uncertainty, a reported JWST range,
and the VLT three-sigma interval; they are not equivalent confidence intervals.
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Gpyne hwpwptpnipjnibttnh pwunpanp jhtbp Gwhitwyuinptt gnyg £ mwhu Gnyt
ninnnipiniin: Wohuwoht-12/wéhuwdht-13 pwupdp hwpwptpnipnipn wb E hby
phiuhwlwt Hnpnighuwh unnbiitppn uwywunid G wytjh hht, dbwmwnatpnyg
wnpwwmn wumnh ynipne” wyhwhuh wuwmnh, npp abwynnpyty E Swjumhiugh wundnipjud
Jwn thninid, dhiylk wmumntinh puguiwpehy ubpnitnbtn qugp hwpumwgithtt wytih
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owtn wohuwohny: Ugnwn-14/ugnun-15 punpdn hwpwpbnnipiniin hwdwwywnmwuhiwinid
Eudninpujuumtind ujujwuwnwh uvwunp, juy wuwpmuww dyuwd hwmywonid abbwynpdwbn
wuwmnh niyympudwtnipujugnyyt thuythg htinni:

Yu wdbtpn dhwuh@t htnhtwlybtpp dtitwpwbinid Gt npwbu hwdwwmbtintith wjt
wmwnpbpwyh htinm, np 3I-p atwynpyly £ hht, gwop dbmwunujutnipjudp wuwmnh
onine ujuwywnwyh uwnp wpmwphl hwnmywobhtpnid: Uw hujuwbtu htwmwpnphn
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uniy” Unpbkgulhg puwn mwnppbpn wunmnh onipe: Puyg «<hwdwwmbntih» punp wyjunbn
owtn wphuwwmwip E winid: Q2w myjubtph pnyjumpuwo dthtwpwlinipinih k ng ph
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wnpwwm wuwmnh» Aabwlhtpwnidp Gpynit hwpwpbtpnipynitadtph  hwjwbwlwb
Utlybwpwtinipinid k, ny; hwymbwpbtnywé huyntth hwdwlywng:

Uw 6gphwn junthnid gk: Whnpnpnipynitittpp dté Gh. hwwmiwwbu wqgnunh
hwpwptnpnipnitt wybih pun Gwbtwlnid £ «wujohuwymnpt punpanp Ynndnid»,
pwlt npnpuljh wnpdtip: Uhwyt dtly Jumwh phy dbeptipnn guljugwo ytnptwghn
swthwquiignid E wnpnynibpn:

Uw Jyutiph htwn npuk Juy gnitth: CN-p wwng unikyny E, hull hgnunuwwjht
hwpwptpnipjnitbtpn gputgnid Gt ablwynpdwt ppwgpnid shpdwumhéwat

nL Gwnwguwjpenidp, ny Jhluwpwlinipiniin: Uw pupn opgquliuubt dnjtynybtnh,
twhiwyttuwpwbwwuwt phihwjh yud npk Yhnuth puth hwymbwptpnid sk:
Upnniipp hhdtdwé Edty opjijmh, vkl dnjiynithg unwugywéd tipynit hwpwptpnipini bbby
Unpw: Wb sh Junpnn wubk), ph dhowuwmnujhtt ghuwuwmntint plinhwiinip wndwdp
h@iyyhuht G4 dhuwyh hGywyhuht E pynid wyu dbynp:

Uw ¢h Jipugpnid inphg, pb htywytu Gh abLwdnpynid dninpujtintt nt ghuwuwmnbinp:
Y wupquuwtiu by ygnnhly myjujughtt jhn F wypugnid wwuwmybnhtG, npnp
hhitwlwinid yunnigyb) £ Unptquljttuyhtt hwdwlwngh opjijmitnhg b htinwynn
ujujwnwlttinhg:

Nnpw nidtn Gt wwywgnygutnn
Quthwynn, puwyg hpwwb, L htinhttwotnt wyn hwnpgnid qgnijp Gh:

Quithnidt hGptht hujuliwt wnweohtt nbwp k. twpujhtnid ny np thowuwmnujht
opilmhg hgnunwuwjhtt hwpwpbpnipnitittn gp hwtl], npnyhbml Gwhunpn
tnyniup sjuthwqubg pny) Ehi:

<hdhwlwt pny) Ynnup Gpgnpnnipiniit k. uppwh dthowjuwypbtinp uto G, hwmljuwtu
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wgnnh hwdwn, wbtwbtu np pyuyhlt wpdtpbtipn thwthnily G4, Gnybhul tpt
ninnnipyniap Unkquuh hwdwljungh ghuwumnbnhg pwpan thakp, pudujua
Juynit k:

Uw Uty opjin E, Ut Unjiyninid (CN) sjuuthywé b jupé dudwbwujuhwnyuwonid
nhunyjwd: Lnw 6Ginuyhlt wumnh dwuht dbhtwpwbnipinion yjuhaywéd £ dnnbjbtnhg:
Wohuwoth wpnynitpp wijuwpnpttd wewlgynid £ JWST-h' wy unjtynybtpnid
Jumwnpwo sguhnidbbtnny, hiyp hwnmijuwbtu wn hwpwpbtpnipjut Gumdudp
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Uw Juplnp wnwehtt swthnid B juyl whnpnpnipjub gotinny: Wnweht hwjwgp, ng
Jpetwlul wwmwuphuwb:

husnL £ uw juplinp

Uh pwth mwublwdwly wupnitiwl dninpuyttph dbwynpdwt phthuwh dwuht dbp
ghwtijhph gntipt wdipnnen quihu kp Uty ophttwhg™ dtp Uptquljtughtt hwdwlwnpghg,
gnidupwod hinwynnp wuwmntinh 2nipe ujuywnwiiph wumnunhmwuwiht wuwnytpbbnp,
nnnhg bppbp sGp yunnn wyghit): Uhowumnuijht opjkndtnt pugunnipinih G by
wy] wunmnujhtt hwdwwupghg twéd hpuwwt $hghluyud ynip, npp pujujud Wnwn
Ewlglnid, nnytugh jupnnutwtp wtdhowwtiu niunidttwuhnply wyt:

Wnwhuh opjijmbtinhg dtynid hgnnwuwyht hwpwptpnipynitdtp jupnuw) jupnnutwp,
rtUnig Unwmwynp, hpwlwbh phnuwytnid E wyb pwlh, hty hwpwynp E ywthtg:
«btwmwpnpphnp b hoghg Gt jugdywéd niphy hwdwywpgtph ghuwuwntppn» hwpgn
Jbtpwoynid b «whw nputighg dtyh tpynt phyp» abwytpuydwbh: Gpp 3I/ATLAS-

n htnwlw, L htunwgqunid npuytl wybih wwown dhowuwmnujht wyghnibtp’
Vera Rubin Observatory-h tdwl wumnunhnwnpwditnhg vywuynid £ wybh puwnm
hwjymtwptpnid, vw jnuntw wyt hwibtdwmnipjut wnweht gpunnidn, npp Gwhajhnid
¢thlip Jupnn juwmwpt] dtp Unpbgquluht hwdwwunpgh phthwb pnnbd dniudbknh
phuhuwyh” swthywéd tnyh auny:
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Wumnugbtwmbtnn Very o wmumnunhmwlny sutht] G wdhiwudth b mgnnh hgnunwwjhtt
hwpwpbpnipnibtbtppn 3I/ATLAS-n1id” hwymbh Gppnpn dhowuwmnujht ghuwuwmnniy:
Uw wnweohti ntwpt E, Gpp Gdwd put hbwpwynnp E tnty UGy wy) wmunnhg Ghwo opjtjmh
hwdwn: Gnynt hwpwptpnipnibttnt b Unbtqujttuhtt hwmdwwngh ghuwuwmntnh
wndtpbtinhg pwnan Ga, htyp hwdwwmbinbh Ewyt mwunpptpuyh htwm, np 31-n albwynpyby
E hht, gwén dbmwnuiwbnipjudp wuwmnh pnipny ujuwjwnwlh uwnp wpunwpht
hwnywénid: Quthnidp hujujwut wnwehtt ntwp £, puyg hhdttywé E Uty opjklwnh,
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Ynw: b sh puwgwhwymnid, ph npntinhg E G4ty 31-n, 62gnhwm phy sh mwihu W Yywbhph
htim npbk uwy gnith:
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Gnyniub b wdtgh pwpan G4, puh Upbgqubuwyhtt hwdwlwngh mhuyhl ghuwumnbpnidy,

hulj wohuwoth wpdtpn hwdwawyt k£ JWST-h wijuwh gbwhwmwwth htimn:

bhtsf E hpuyuwa, puyg dhjawuputwjubt. Ut wnwownln, nn 3I-p abwynnpylg E
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nplk dthh 62gnhwm wpdtpn (hwwmljuwbtu wgnnhtn, nph winpnynipiniin puwm dtd
), npuE pwlt Jywoph, pwnn opqutwlwt phthuh juwd phwiybhnipjut dwuht,
. pnhwinip tgpuwugnipinid dhowuwmnujhtt opjijmitnh Yybtpwpbtnpuw) (uwm dty
opjiiwn E, Ukl Unjklyniy):

<httwmjjutt vwhdwbtwhwynidtpp. Quihdwt JG6 wbnpnpnipjnibbbtp, dty
rhpwht™ nhnjwo Juntd dudwlwjuwhwmywonid, vkl dnjkinijhg (CN) unmwgwod
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npn hujuwtwljut dtyhwpwtinipinil £, ny hwunmwwmnit tgpujugnipinia: Xhpwm
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WUnpniputn
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