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WHAT THE PAPER SAYS - WHAT IT DOESN'T - WHY IT MATTERS
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dnrghnl uvwppp Wiwguwd mwpwgntig ubinutinyg
wjll. hpwwb wnwenupwgn, pwg n; fEhmpulugt

Npwbtugh $niqghntt ntwlywmnpp Yybpwnupdth wybh pwwm tutpghw, pwt htpt E
wwhwionid wphuwwmwiph hwdwp, Juntihpuyhltt wyjugqiwd dthwdwdwbwl whwnp
E pwdujuwtiwgyuth wmwp, pwjuwjuwtwgsuth puhn L pwjuwwt Gpunp dudwbwly
dhwuhlt wwhywo 1hth: Wu tptp dbdnipjnibbtpn dhwuh@t $hghynubbtpp Yneynid
L0 Lnniun@h swthwiithy: dnighntt htmwgnunnipjnibttnph dté dwunp thnpanid
E npwud hwullh hujuwywlwbh gtphwnnpnhy dwqgbhubtpng htswybu ITER-h Guwb
mnjudwlbtpnid, Yuwd hujuwulwud juqgbptnph quigwoétbnny hiyjytu WUTL
National Ignition Facility-nid Yhpwnynn hitipghn@t confinement-h ntwypnid: Wykjh
thnpn pYny pytnnipnibhdbtn hhwnunpnyp G juwmwpnid tppnpn Gwbwwywphh ypu®
dwqgihuvugyud phpuwhiwht $niqhwm (magnetized phpwphi dhwéninid, MTF).
twhi untindt] mwp L Ywgthuwgywéd wyyugdw, htmmn wyt pumn wpwg dhhuwthynptt
ubinuti;, npwhugh htlg utnuinidt wwwhnyh mwpwgnidp” dnnwynpuwbu wyhuytu,
htywytiu nhgtjuyhtt pupdhyn Juntihpn yunnid k ng ph uydény, wy) utindniuny:

2026 pywwth hnithuht jubwnwiwt panphwanip Fusion ntlytpnipiniin hpuwwwnpwytg
hn Lawson dtipti@iw 26 (LM26) uwunph wpnniipibpp: ®npah Gyuwmwyd bp wwungby

wyn hpdtwwt Ghpwnpnipmniin hpwiuwd vwppnid gnpén”id k. dwglhuwgdud
wiugiuyh dhhuwthjulwd utinunidt hujuwb™n wy mupwginid E wjlybu, hbguytu
Juihiwmbunid &b dnntjobnp: Unwehtt 11 ubnunid shot-tiph ppwgpnid gnual
mnjwdwlh nbymtphniduyht wyjugdwd ubndyb) E Gtpu hinigynn whiin jhpphniduiht
liner-ny: Lwyjwqgnyh shot-tipnid wjwuquwbd ubndiwbh phpwgpnid Gwuwwmbihnptt
mwpuwgh], hwmwgt] b wybih nidtn Ywgbthuwgyb) k, hul pntytpnipjut ytipiniénipinian
mwpwgdwtl ko6 dwup ytpwgnnid E hthg ubtndnivh:

Uw MTF dnwntgdwul hwdwp hpwiwb ni yn@yptin htdbbpuiwub wpnnitp Lk
Puyg uw b pnuwdkipn wnweht shot-tinh pwnph E, tupugpuo payhtipnipjua
twhiwmuyuughpniy, npp ntin sh gpupuinuyty, L uvnwgywsé stipdwumhéwin nbn
2w guon E wypynn wiuguuwht whpwdtom dwjupnuyhg: Uw $nighnt Fatinghw
¢F, pmhwybtmnipjub pbd ;& U Qhjunpuluwywut k:

[video pending]

ninhwinip Fusion-h gnyugnujhlt mbtuwiynipn’ LM26 uwinpph mbtupp gnijg mwnt hwdwn:
b wowh wmwywgnyg ¢k, np uwppp yhwutth nbybpnipjud wywugu $nighntt milestones-hb:
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A real heating step, far below a burning plasma

Temperature is only one Lawson quantity: density and confinement time still matter.

temperature (log scale)

burning D-T plasma: ~10 keV (100+ million C)

General Fusion milestone: 1 keV
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[ LM26 peak: ~0.72 keV (~8 million C)

Boundary: heating shown; a burning plasma is an order of magnitude, and two more quantities, away.

otindwumhwuyhl vwannul” LM26-h unw 0.72 keV-hg Uhbgll pninhwbnip Fusion-h 1 keV
milestone-n L Unwn 10 keV, npp whwmp £ wynpynn nbjmtphnid-nphmhnid wiugdwghb:
Qtindwumhfwan Lnniunth tptip wthpwdtpm dténipinitttinhg vhuyt dtya kE:

Original diagram — The Clean Paper CC BY 4.0

The magnetized-target-fusion bet

Form a warm magnetized plasma, then squeeze it so compression does the heating.

1. form plasma 2. implode liner 3. heat by
compression
— —
warm, magnetized mechanical squeeze what LM26 tests

# not net energy

Boundary: compression heats the plasma; it does not show net energy or confinement long enough for a burn.

Uwqgthuwugywéd phpwhiwhtt $nighw. dtwha untinoynid E mwp dwghuwgyuo wjuguw,
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wuww wyt utiniynid k Gtpu thynigqynn liner-ny, npwytugh ubnunidt wwwhnyh mwupwgnidp’
nhgbjuht ubinunidh mpudwpwbnipjudp: LM26-p thnpawnlt) £ htbg wyt, np ubindnidnp
mwpwgtnid Eyyugdwi, ny ph net Eitinghwp yud puwjwnwn confinement-n:

Original diagram — The Clean Paper CC BY 4.0

by o Gyubwlnid «xmagnetized phpwihi fusion»-p, «keV»-t . Lnniuntih
suthw@ihon

dnighnt Phghluwynid wiuguwgh stpdwumhéwtin unynpwpwn wpmwhwjmynid
E ny; pt wumhwbbtpnyg, wy; Yhinhtywmpnaynpmatpny (keV): 1 keV-n unn
11.6 dhjhnt °C Lk 2Gwmbphnid-mphwnhnid Juntijhpp wpnynitwytnm $nighwgh
hwdwnp wbwmp £ hwulh vnn 10 keV-h' wybkjh pwd 100 dhjhnth °C-h, puwyg
vhuwyt otipdwumhéwin pwjwnwn ¢ Inniunth juthwihpp wwhwboenid k
twl. pwjwpup jumnipnit L pwjupup confinement dudwiwly: dpwbp
hwéwhi dhwynpnid Go «triple product»-h dbky™ sipdwumhfwl x jumnipynil x
confinement dudwwly: Mugquwd mwpwgtbin whpwdtom k, puyyg htiptht
htinni  pwjwnuwn jhbbknig:

Uwqbthuugywd phpwpiwhtt $nighwutt (MTF) dhowtlpw] dwbwwwnh
E Gnynt hhdtwlwt dnwmbgnidttnh dhol: Qujuywujwut dwqthublbtpng wuwnm
tnwn confinement wwwhnybint Ywd thnpp phpwhip gptipt wybpwnenptih
lwmgtnttipny wmwpwgtbnt thnhuwupt MTF- untinéonid £ dwqbhuwugywo
ywuguiw L httnn wy@ dthuwtthynptt utindnid dhypnduypyutttph pbpwgpnid:
Grt uw wphuwwmh, utnunidp Jhwdwdwbiwl W mwpwglnid E yyugqidwd, W
pwnpapwginid Gpw humnipiniip htwpwynp nunpabbing $nighnd wuwydwbbtnh
hwutitip wnwtg ITER-h ;juuthh dwgthuttnh ud NIF-h ;uathh jmgbnttnh: Unnynp
hpwiwi vwppnid ubninidt hujuwt™u wwihu t uwyn mwpwgnidp® httig nu
LM26-h Gdwl thnpah hwungn:

by, wmptightt htnhttwlbbpnp

Ywnnighghtt L gnpébwnlightt LM26 dwqthuwugywophpwhiwhtdnighnt uwnpn
nnhwbnin Fusion-nid: Qnual mnjudwh ntyumbnhniduwht wijugiw bt unbndynid
E, wyw Gtpu b utindynid whan jhphnidwjh@ liner-ny dnunwynpuwbtiu 3 x
2auinuynuijhét uininid-ny:

bpwjutwgnhtt. winwmehtti 11 ubtininmid shot-tipp UL npwip hwgbtgphtt Jdté
rPUny diagnostics-itipny dwdwlwlh pbpwgpnid ytpuljunnigbing wjwuqgduwjh
otindwumhwin, hnnipinitd nt dwgthuww bt nupwmp b gputghing wpmwttmywo
tbymnpntbtnp, nthngbiywh n mbuwbbh ;nyun, htswbu twl. wpuwg mbuwpughyttipnnyg
plasma-wall thnpumqgnbtignipiniin:

Yuwnnighghtt htmtigpywdé Phqghjujuit dnnbj, npp hwjwuwnpwlpnnid k
ubnunidhg unmwgynn wmwpwgnidp, Ohmic wmwpwgnidpn wjuquuyh ubthwulud
hnuwbphg, L vwhdwtwihtt Ehtpgbmhly Ynpniumbtpp: Wt hbmn hwdtdwnmbtght
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swthywd wmyjuybtinph htm™ gbwhwwmbint hwdwp, pht mwpwgdwd np dwud hiy
wnpjninhg kE qujhu:

bty qunut

Muqiuii mnmwpuguy utindytjhu: Lwyjwgnyb shot-tpnid htiwmpnhwght
obndwumhéwtn pwupapugwy wybkjh pwa 3%, Ejunpniuwhtt imnipinian” dnn
10x, hull wnnhnw) dwghuwlwud nupmnp” dnn 10x° 3x wunwynuhl utinunidh
wnrnyniipnid: Lwjwgnyt shot-nid Thomson scattering-ny ;uuthywé ququpuyht
Hajumpniught sipdwuumh6uiin dnm 0.72 keV Ep” 718 £ 80 eV, wjuhtpl” Unn
8 Uhihnt °C:

Swpugdwli dEd dwup Jtpugpynmid k' utindnidh&: bhiwmtgpwo dnnbih
hwdwaw) oipdwumhwth wéh dbéwdwulinijpniip quihu kp httlg Ubhupwmthjujwua
ubinunidhg” wyh dthuwm@thguhg, nph ypw hhdtdwo £ wdipnne MTF Unnbtgniup, wyp
ny; Ohmic mwpwgnivhg:

Compression-h pipwgpnid Ghyjmpntwht wpmwtmnidp didwmgwy, htm
hwdwhni iy Ewybih mwp n1 uhn nhymbnhnidwhtt wiugqduwgh htwn:

bty uw ¢h gniyg mwjhu

Uw Pniqhntt Etatpnghw, whuytmnipjui 260 jud net gain ¢k Qyuwmbn
nyhtly wybph pwwnm tutpghw sh wpmwnnt), put Swhiuyb) E uvuppp wphawnmbghtne
hwdwn: Upnynibpp ytpwptpnid b yjuquuyh mwpwgdwiin” $niqghnt ghyh dby
pwjlhl, ny ntbtwjunnnh Eatpngbnhly hwpyklyonh:

Qtindwumhéwin ntin dnmn mwu wiqud guwdnp k' wnynn wiugqdugh hwdwnp
wbhpwdtpwmhg: 0.72 keV-p unin 8 Uhjhnt °C Lk, dhtynbn nbymtphnid-mphmnhnid
Jwnbjhpn wwhwienid Eunwm 10 keV (wuybtijh pua 100 dhjhna °C) L thwdwdwbwly
puyjwpwn humnipjnil x confinement dudwbwl: pnhwbtnip Fusion-h utthwujwa
hweonnn milestone-n 1 keV L, nptt hiipttht ntin puwn htinni k ignition-hg:
«Swpugdwt Whd dwup utininithg b» tgpulwgnipjniip dnntjh Jpw
hhitJwé Lk, ny; ninhn ;wuthnid: Y unwgynid k' diagnostics-ht hwpdwntgywod
htwmtgpywoé $hghljujwt dnntijhg, b utininidh, Ohmic mwpwgnith ni ynpniumbtnh
Uhol pwdwinidn yumwhtih £ wybpwiinyg, nppwing Jumwhbih E httg dnnbn:

Uw payipnipjut twhpuwmuywuqghp k, ny gpuuinuywd hnnguwd: Unnynibpbtpn
hwjyminid £ vwuppp junnigwd phup, nptt hp phqbtiup junnigh) £ wju dnmbgdwa
huinundw b ypw: Whjwhi gnwhinunipinid nbn Ju:

Lhympnbbbnh wén Eaipgbmhnptia ogmwjup $nighna Gyp ¢k: Yju wuydwhtbpnid
ntmbnhnidp npnp Ghunpnbtp pbwjutwpwn mwjhu k, puyg pubwyp pun gudn
E Fakngbmhly ogmwgnpodwt hwdwp:

Upmyynilpp nghty sh wywgnignid pbybpnipjut wnwtaht windwt dwuhi, pt
wyugu jujwuipn hnuwtp jduwmnmwuwjupuph gubght: Udwh jpugnnnuijut
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Jbinnidnipinihtbnn wyn hwymwpwnpnipjuin dbkd qgnipnipjudp b ytpuptnytb:

Nnppw” nLdtin £ wwwgnygn

<httwmue wyanniip Gtin £ b uvmniqtijh: «UGhp ubnuitightip dwgthuwugywéd
wiuguwl, b wyd mwpwgwy hhdbwljwinid utninidh wwwméwnny» httg wyb
Uthhwthgquuwyhtt thnpat £, npp MTF dnwmbgnidp wtwmp b wtgth: Preprint-n
nw hhdbwynpnmid E diagnostics-ny hwpniuwnm shot-tipny W pwg Gtpluwywugywud
Fatipgtwmhy hwpytyonh dnnbny: Gt wnnyniipn nhiwbw gpnuwhununipinitht, nu
Uihth hpwywi, ptynig Jun, validation wju Unintigdwd hwdwn:
Jipumywhnidatpp junnigudépughtt G, ngy Ynudtimhl: Swuldbl shot,
Ukl uwnp, by phy, ntn sggnupunujwd wpnniip W ytipbwghp sipdwumhawa
Unw vkl Jupgny gwuoén wynynn wjuqiuwghg: bul gjuuynp bgpuljugnipiniop
nwpuwgdwil vbdbwdwublnipiniip ubndnidhg F, htliynid £ Unnbh ypw, htmbwpwinp
gnwhinunipinih hhdbwwbh hwpgbnphg dtyn Yhth® wpynp wyn pwdwinidnp
Juynit k:

Wqhhy Jh6wyn’ dtjuwmbhqgqip gnigunpyud Lk, katpgtwnmhly milestone-
n° ng Uw MTF-0 mbnwihnhunid b «ubninmidp whwmp F mwpwghh wyuquiub»
yhtwyhg ntuyh «utininidp ppwlwinid wmwpwginid E yjugqidwb»: WYth dko
Lgpuwwugnipinil wyu myjubtipn ;640 mwhu:

bhtsni £ uw juplbinp

Uwqbhuugywé phpwpiughtt $nighuyh htmwppphp Ynnup ny ph ntynpnbtpt G,
wy] htwpwynp mbmbuwghwmnipniin: Gpt dbhawthjulwub ubtnuinidp jupnnutw
wjuquiwl hwugtb) $nighnt wuydwbabtnh, mbtuwjuinptt htwpwynp Y1hth huniuwhbg
ITER-h sunthh dwgbhuttphg Jwd NIF-h suthh jmgtnitphg” uvnmwbwny wybkih Edwb
L wpwqg thnpawnlynn ninh, Gebt wbh wphuwwmh: <htg wn «btpb»-0 £ wdpnne
hwingn, WL vyt npnpynid £ Gdwh ny wyhipwtt mywynphy checkpoints-tipny. ubinunidp
hpwjwinid wwywhnyn®id E dnnbjitph ununmwugwéd mwupwgnidp: LM26-h wnwehl
shot-tinh wwwwuhiwtn ggnipnptt npwwa E: 2w wnpdt Gk htitg wjt yuwmawnny,
nnp wwunwupwin yudwiwlwh B tpup vwinninph pnudtinp dtly wumhaw,
ttnuwwugywéd wyn uwbnninpn pwunanwgnn phuih Ynnuihg, nbn ny wmtjuwh unnigyud
L ntin Juwm htinn1 ytplihg:

Yuwnd wdthnihnid

nunhwbtnip Fusion-h LM26-n ttnu thinigynn jhphnidwjhb liner-ny utinitig ywghuwgywo
ntumbtnhniduwhtt yuquwt WL gnyg wmytg, np Wt mwpwinid k. bEjwmpntwght
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ohpndwumhéwan pwnpapuwgwy wytih pwd tpkp wiqud™ hwubbtny dnn 0.72 keV-h

(718 + 80 eV, Unwn 8 Uh1hn °C): LUytpnipjud ytpnionipiniin mwpwgdwd Uté dwun
Jybtpwgnpnid E htllg ubininidh@ wyt dthuwbhquih@, nph ypw hthynid £ magnetized-
rhnwhithwaninid dnmtignidp: Uw myju) $nighnlt Gwlhwwywunhh hwdwn hpuluh

. ynbyptwm hbGdtbtpuywd pwy; E: Puyg v Gwlt vkl uwpph wnwehtt 11 shot-tnh

k0, Gupugnpywo ggpuwhunuywo pbytpnipyut twhiwnmwywghpnid, dnin mwu waqud

guwon stpdwumhfwiny, pwl wbtwmp E wnynn wiuguwjht,, wnwbg net tutpnghwjh,
>whwybwmnipjwub )bdh jud fEjunputtibnghuyh: Ukhuwbhqup gnigunpwo k, bajmpuuywubn
ng:

Unpnipbtp
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