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K2-18 b-nid DMS/DMDS-h httwmpwynp
3o hint-p pwuph hwymtwpbipnid sk

JWST/MIRI-h mid-infrared spectrum-nid K2-18 b-h hwdwp wbubj La feature-
ttip, npnip 20 thnpdwplyywd dnjiynijaiphg juywgnijiu pwguwmpynid bLé
dimethyl sulfide lw/jwud dimethyl disulfide-ny uUnw 30 evidence-ny: “w hint FE,
ngs secure detection, myjjujbtipn tpyni: Unjtynijaippn st wmwppbpnid, hul
Unjinijh detection-n haptht ljwbp sp wwwgnigh: <tnhtwhatpa wjn
uwhdwbiwihwlnidatpn pwg ta gpnid, hul walwp reanalysis-tipt wybjh
nip evidence-p Gnijihul] wykjh pnij i ghwhwwmbj:
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<nipdwt b yaptwgnh dthol hinwynpnipjniun

2025 pyuwth wwnhihtt 124 ;ntuumwnh htinwynnnipjut ypw gnbynn th dnjnpuly
Junpé duwdwtwlny nupdwy tplybph wittwhwjmbh wphuwphp: Nikku Madhusudhan-h
ntijujwunwoé phup hwywmbt] kn, np James Webb Space wmumnunhwmwn Ghpw LGhuywmnih
K2-18 b-h dplnmnpunid gunb] £ dimethyl sulfide-h httwpwynp hbwmp™ Unjtyni), npp
Gnunh ypw gptipt wdpnneoni pjudp untinoynid k jahnwth opgqutthgutbtnh, hwmjwwtu
oyyhwlnuuyhtt plankton-h Ynnuhg: <tmwqu dwoynypp wpwg hwuwy wdttwdto
pwntphtt’ «Unbkquiuwh@t hwdwlwnpghg nnipu pubph vhiy wydd wdbbwnidbn
towthtpn»: hipp hnngwon puwm wydtih qgniyp tp, L hthg wyn mwuppbpnipyniah k
wudpnne wwwnunipjniin:

K2-18 b-0i hujuwtu httmwpnphn wphuwph k: §h dnn 8.6 Gpynph quigywd nitih
L dnm 2.6 Gnynh 2wnwyhn, hull wwmwmynid E thnpp Junpdhp wuwmnh swthwynp
otipndwumhéwiny gnnhnid: Guwh Uninpwjtinph dwuhtt gqunuihwupttphg dtha wyt
E, np npulp Jupnn b jhbb] hycean wphuwphtbn™ gnpw; oyjhwtnu hwuwm opwdhi
Uplninpmh wmwl: Wn nbwypnid nputp Yihtbht dtdé W nhwmbih phpwputtn Yyubp
thtwnnpbnt hwdwn: fuyg wn nybwljutwugnidp hwumwmywéd sk tnyld hhdtwlwh
quiuqyuo quhnidtbnpn hwdwwmbtinth G Gwl mini-Neptune-h jud puppwupnu «gas
dwarf»-h htwm, L pt hpwwinid npulighg npb £ K2-18 b-t° pwg hwpg k: Habitable
ocean-h nbptngnidp hniuwnnnn yuplwo E, ny established fact:

Wu $nhuwyhlh ypw hnnwon wybjuginid E Ukl tnp wmwwgnyghtn ghd” uytmph wyt
hwwnywodhg, npp Gwhunpn K2-18 b nhwmwpynidabnnp ;Eht dwoyt] mid-htdpnwlywundhp,
Unwn 6-12 micron: Gy wyn wwywgnygutnn ahpwn £ tupwugpt] hnnjwédh pytnny, ng
Jytptwgnph woéwwahtpny:

<nnywoén hujymbinid E dnn 30 Jhawmjugpujuét hnipnid, np tpynt hpup Gdwb
uUnitiynyinphg dtip unnn k atplw jhtk);: Uw guonp Ewyt otdhg, npp ghnbwyutattnp
unynpupwp ywhwtenid th inythul dnjtynijh firm hwymbwptpnid hwymwpwunbne
hwdwn, L Uh pwtth dté pwy; htnni E jyjutph tpwtthg: Yn htnwynnnipinitud £ wyh
wmbtinn, npntin qgnijp ppbngnidp Yuplnn k:

bty i DMS-p, biosignature-p UL 30-t ipuiujnid wjunmtin

Dimethyl sulfide (DMS)-p U dimethyl disulfide (DMDS)-np 66nidp
wwnnibwlnn unjtynybtp Gt: Gpynh Yypw nputp dtdé dwuwdp unbtindynid
&h pwbph” hwmijuwwbtu onyuyhl vhypnopgquihqutbtnh Ynnuihg b unynpujwb
ny Jhuwpwbwjut phihwuny dbo putwlny ;G0 wnwewbinid: Ujn yuwmbwnny
npuiip hwdwupymd th phjbdwont jhhuwumnpugpnipinia-ttp quqtn, npnog
wnuynipjniip dhpmnn hwdwwmbpuwmnid Jwnpnn b biology-h dwuhti hniptyj:
«@tElyhwén» punn wyumbtin hpwjwh vwhdwbtwhwynid k:

Jhtuwumnpugpnipiniiin hwjymbtwptpnmid ¢k, hull hwjwmbwptpnidp
lpwmbap ¢k Untlyny gumtbin dh pwb E: 8nyg wmw), np wyb hpnp wjbwmbin
E, ny Unnbjuynpnid artifact Jwd instrument quirk™ Gpypnpn pwh: bull gnyg
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nw), np Ppuiph pwguwmpnipnitt wybth juy £ put non-Jhhiuwpwlwuh
phuhw(” tppnpn W owwm wybth ndJwp pwyp: 8nipwpwdgnipn junpnn Ewnwbaha
awhunnytj:

3o0-n swthnid L, ph nppwt phy hwjwbwlwb E, np wgnwipwin wupquutu
wnunty fluctuation |hth" wyumnbn pwum Unnnwynp”™ mnynuh thnpp dwubwpwdhs:
2w nidtn b hipnid, puwyg dhghlunid W astronomy-nid 30-0 unynpwpwn
hnipnid E: hwymbwptpnid windwb convention-n 50 Lk, . tnybthull 50-0 wju
nbtwpnid winnid Yihbtp dnjtyniyh dfwuhb, ng Yyubph: <Enhtwlyobnh b nu ninhn
wunid k0. hpkhg wywgnygbtinpn gqmynid k «scientific muywugniyyginh hwdwp
unynpwpwp wwhwbooynn Yuynilinipiniih uinnpht vwhdwbnid»:

[figure pair pending]

Dimethyl sulfide-p (DMS) W dimethyl disulfide-n (DMDS) thnpn 66n1dp wwnniwlnn
uUnikynybtn &b, npnp hpwuphg mupptpynid Go kY sulfur atom-ny: JWST/MIRI hnnJwon
hwjmbnid E htwpwynn uvwytympuht hwnmwthpttn, npntp hwdwwmbtinth G npwbtg htn,
pwyg ny wyhpwd tpwlwlwihnipiniiny, nn Jumwh hwymbtwpbnnid hwdwnygtd, W myjutpn
0 Junpnn mwnptpl) Gpine Unjtynybtnnp:

bty wintightt htinhttwjutnn

« JWST-h MIRI gnnohph gwoén jnLéwgwithh nkdhuny nhwnk) &b K2-18 b-0° umwtwny
tpw hnhuwbgdwl vytmnpp dnn 6-12 dhipnutnn dheowlwypnid, npp Gwhunpn
Unun htdnpwlwundhnp myjuyttpn £ht Swolhh:

- mpuybtnt Wwlhtghtt tpynit wilwh Jbpmniowywb onpuwny W juwmwptght
Juyniinipjud unnignidtbnh punpp” wwhywinnujwinptt pugwuntiny uytywmnph
wybih wnunmn hwwnywodn 5.6 micron-hg gudn:

- uytmnpp hwdwwwwmwuhiwbbtgnid wntghtt atmospheric Unnbjotpny thnpawnlbny
20 phlbwonL dntyniy wwpgbnt hwdwp, pht npnip Jwupnn GG puwgwwnmnby
hwmlywthptitinh alun:

« Gnyni ytipmnirowjwb onpuittpnid wmthwumjuth uywtlmnh tundwdp hwdtdwnyty
Edhwyt DMS, thwytt DMDS . Yhwynpywd DMS+DMDS Unnkjobnh yhwjugpujub
tpwtwlwihnipjniinp:

* Unwlaht pwdhbttp Gyhptghtt Yand npujutdtnht” wnnnp non-jahiuwpwtwjuh
phuhw@ Jwunpnn E wyu dnjtynyobpp untinol;, L pt hty wmywugnygobn £ wyhwmp
wnnyniipnp nidbnugitini juwd htipptint hwdwnp:


https://thecleanpaper.com/guide/what-statistical-significance-means/
https://thecleanpaper.com/guide/how-jwst-works/#how-webb-reads-an-atmosphere
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bty gunwut

Mid-hudpwlupihp uytmnpn hwppe k. htinhtwyatph hhdtwlijwh dnnbtjh hwdtdwm
wj wnwbhg hwnmwbhptnh ghdhg Jtnymid b 3.40-ny: Wuhlpl™ hieynp pwd
uwblwmnh aup thnpunid E:

Onpawunpyywd 20 Untynybbtnhg hwmyjwthptbtnp jwjwagnybu puguwmpynid Gh
DMS lw/jwd DMDS-ny unwn 30 mwywgnijgatpny: Wnwtahb unnbjibnh hwmiwwwwmwuhiwbtgn
tnyni pipeline-nid Unwnn 2.90-3.20 L:

Ganwlwugywd wnwwmnnipiniipn pundp B dwjwny unwn 10 dhjhnihg vkl dwu (ppm)
wnlywqh tpynt Unjtynyttnhg dbyh hwdwn:

wnyjuttint ¢gh jupnn mupptpt] DMS-p b DMDS-n: Gnlyniutt degeneracy nititi,
niunh Gnybhul wgqnuipwbn nbdp wndtp pnniabtnt ntwypnid ;h yupgynid
Untyntwm np Uinjtynyt k:

Lwhunpn dnn hddpwlwupdhp DMS hnipnidp pniyy) Ebpn” Unn 20, b qquynib instru-
ment dhowjwynttiph Gyuwwdwdp: Unp observation-p wy) instrument-hg L. wave-
length Uhowjuwjphg wijwhn wwywgnygubn ghd k, hiizh wuwwméwnny htinhttwyttpn
wj hwdwnpnid & wnwentipwg:

bty uw h wmywugnignid

Uw hwymbuwpbtpnid ¢k: Unn 30-0 hnipnid E, ny wyh 50-0, npp ghnmtwlwubbbpn
convention-ny wwhwiignid th Gnythul dntinith wnywynipiniiin Junmwhnpth
hwjymwpwptnt hwdwp: <tnhtwyotnt hptlp wpynibpnp Gyupugpnid &6 npwbu
gwon Juynilinipynih b verification wwhwbenn:

Uw Ynahptim dnjtiny ¢ Gnyhwjubwuginid: DMS/DMDS wjjwubtipnidnp
towtwlnid E «tpyniuhg dtyn», ny ph npubtighg npbk vth hwumwwnmniv:

Uw Jjutp sh gnyg mwjhu: DMS-n . DMDS-n Uhwy@ hdwpwynp Yhluwumnpugpnipinidibr
th: <nnywoh Ytndé npuwut pwdhtn tonid E, np Gdwb dnitynydtp Junpnn Go
wnwoewliw] ny Jhhuwpwwwd dwbwwwnphny Gtpwnjw) jupnpuwmnnp thnpaknn,

hull DMS tinythulj hwymtwptnyb) E ghuwumnh ypw: Kbnhttwlttippn hunmwly wunid

k0, np Jipotwwh Yhbhuwumnpugpnipjud hwdwnp wbhwmp £ dhwuh@t gbwhwwmty
Juwynitinipiniin, dhowywjpughtt hwdwwmbpuwmn b §tnd npuljwubttpn, W np nu
«ndJwp ph 1hth wybhpwnpwhtt jud thwipwbwly» k:

Uw $h hwmumwwmnid, np K2-18 b- pwltjh oyyjhwminuwghtt wpjuwmph k:
Hycean uUtlybwpwinipniop hhdtwjwt qubgquo wmdjubtph pnyjuwmpus dh
pwlh Unnbjttinhg Wty £ W pupnittwynid £ yhbwnyyty:

Unjtynijuyhti identification-p yuhugwé k jupnpunmnn swithnidttinhg, npntp tupwugpnid
L0, Pt wyu qugtinn htywytu G nyup Juubnid: <Gnhtwyttpnt wunid G4, np wyn
cross-section-titinp ntin wkwp E wybth juy vwhdwbtyka:
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Nppw”@ nidtn E wwwgnign

uyijumpnid hpwjut hwmjuihh wywugnygatipn wytith nidtn E, pwa
nnpuw hdwuwmh npnynidp: Mid-htdpwupdhn vytmnph wnwig hwmjwthpttnh
ahtn® 3.40, mibkbwuynih dwub E: «<hwumyubhy ju» — «nu DMS/DMDS E» — «nw
pwtip £ hnipnid» onpuynid jnipupwiygnip hwennpn puy; qguihnptl wdtih pny; E:
Ltnhtwyatpn uthwynp Gh, juhwquigniip hhdtwjuwinid npuhg
kn: Qnnywdn wwnppbpwpwn ogumwgnpdédnid b «hbwpwynp», «twhitwuo»,
«wthpwdtpom £ htmwqw wphuwmwbtp» W tynid E, np pnuwdttp 8-24 jnwgnighg
JWST dwiny tpwutwjwihnipiniiin junnn E hwubt) 4-50-h jud wgnutiputin junnn
E sunhtyty: Jummwh «gyubph tpwhtbtn» adbwltinpynidp swoynyphg kn, ny hnnywdh
wlnnivhg:

Wajwh Jipwhulyhy patnipinitap wytkjh n1p hwjunwupat] k: Publication-hg
wuhubltin whg wy) phutn tny myjuttipn ypwybnnidtght b wmgnutipwuin yuynia
squwill: Taylor (2025)-n hwipngntig® MIRI uyknpnid pnhwipwwbu hpwwh spec-
tral hwnwiihy Yw®, W flat ghdh tumdwdp gunuy Thuyh dnn 20 wowljgnipynii:
Luque W gnpopblybtnttinph NIRISS, NIRSpec W MIRI hnn reanalysis-n (2025)
hwjnbtg wipwyupup wwywugnijghtin DMS/DMDS-h hwdwn™ wmwpptp wmyjwibbn
0Jugnidttnh ntwpnid wnwbg yhtwwugpnpt tpwbtwljuh hwymbwptnnidh:
Stevenson-h nhjwjwupwdé wybtih uyh assessment-n (2025) bgpwlhwgptg, np
nyjwbtpn jhtuwumnpugpnipinith wmywgnygtn unmwinununbtnpht Gt hwdwywnmwuhiuw
UL mid-htdnwjunpihp hwwmywthptiinn ytpwgntg instrumental systematics-hti: Wju
back-and-forth-n gnpoptpwgh dwhuinnnid gk htg gnpénlpwgt k: 64y npu hwdwn
3o hnipnidp ulhgp kE, ny Ggpujugnipinia:

huyni £ uw Juplinp

Uw ytipohtt mwnhttinh wdtbwdwpnip opnhttwjubtnhg k, pb htywytu ggni)p ghnwljut
wnnynitpn b runaway yipttwghpn upnn G4 tnyt onp gnynipinil nitttw): Shwnnipinith
wyumbin hpwlywb E ni wpdtpwynn. JWST-0 wydd Jwnpnn £ niunidtwuhpty thnpp,
swhwynp otpdwumh@winy unmnpwlydtph dpbninpump, hull sulfur dnjtynyobkpp
htwuwnwihg phpwhittn Gh: Pwyg K2-18 b-h wqhy yupgwyhwlyp uw k. Gpyno
htwnpwynn Unitiyniitinhg dtijh wnnun L ambiguous hnipnid, th Uninpwyh ypw, nph
plnyph hiptht ntn winpn) E, wyhiwyhuh Jumwhnipiniiny, nnp discoverer-utintt hnktip
gwon Gl Ynynid, L npp hpuwwwnpwnidhg httmn wy) ytpnionipinitbtp Jhwnpytg Ga:
Uw hhwupwthtignn £ dhuyt wyt ntwypnid, tpt atq aliens Fhtt hunumwgti: Xhpwn
Jbhpwpbnunilipp nupwmh hpuwd wphiwwmwiph whu £ htmwpnpphp thread, nph ypw
whtwmp E wphuwwnt] ;pugnighy JWST dwudwtwlng b wtwhu checks-tipny mwnhttnh
nipwgpnid: Wnip Yyjulph npninidp by yeptwghpny ;h wjwpumybini: §a jud
Uynimwlyh, Jud §inLoyh® dtly gqgnijp swthnidhg Wniun:
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Ywnpa wdthnithnid

JWST-h dhohtt hGdpnwlwundhp gnpéhpny wuwmnwugbtnmbbtnpn gumb) th, np K2-18 b-
h uwtlywmppn wnwlg hwwmlywbhptubnh ¢k, hul hpthg thnpdwuplywo unikyniyttnhg
Jwjwagny)i hwdwwywmwuhiwitgnidn dimethyl sulfide U/jwd dimethyl disulfide-t t®
httwpwynn jhhuwumnpwgnnipinit hwiinhuwgnn gqugtip, Unn 30 ipuiwjwihnipiniiny,
nun npnid Gpyne Unjikynyttpn myjwdtipnid hpunhg wbnwpptnbih Gt: Uw hnipnid
E, n; hwymbwptpnid, L Gnythull hwjwmbwptpnidp htptht WPywbp gnp Gpwbwlyh:
Qtnhtwlttnp nw hunmwl wunid G, tYnid G non-jhbuwpwwjul wnpnipttnn
wwhwiigni v jJnugnighy observation: Wajwhu reanalysis-tpt wyth nip wwywgnygtipn
tnythul wybih pny) b ghwhwwmb): K2-18 b-0 hpwwbt W wupdwth phpwhu kE, hul uw
hpwlwb swthnid E: 2w wbph hwymbwptpnid ¢k, b hnnwén Gpptp wyn winnidn gh
wphyg:
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