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One brighter Sun, two illustrative limits

The study brackets uncertainty; it does not assign either future a probability.

( Sunlight rises slowly )
N

4 )
WEAK WEATHERING RESPONSE STRONG WEATHERING RESPONSE
Carbon dioxide fixed at 400 ppm Global mean held at 288 K
Heat becomes the limit Carbon dioxide becomes the limit
323K | 1.68 Gyr 338K | 1.87 Gyr 10 ppm 2.9 ppm 1 ppm?
most land plants all land plants 1.35 Gyr 1.64 Gyr 1.84 Gyr
. AN J

ILLUSTRATIVE END MEMBERS, NOT FORECASTS
* each time is billions of years from now and conditional on its stated threshold

_________________________________________________________________________________
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Atwph ID  S/SO CO2 (ppm)

1 1.0 400
2 1.0 180
3 1.0 11.25
4 1.0 1.40625
5 1.044 400
6 1.044 180
7 1.044 135
8 1.044 11.25
9 1.044 1.40625
10 1.081 400
11 1.081 180
12 1.081 11.25
13 1.081 1.40625
14 1.091 400
15 1.091 180
16 1.091 34
17 1.091 11.25
18 1.091 1.40625
19 1.143 400
20 1.143 180
21 1.143 11.25
22 1.143 6
23 1.143 1.40625
24 1.2 400
A4 1.2 180
26 1.2 11.25
27 1.2 1.40625
28 1.2 0.45

29 1.2 0
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Twenty-nine climate snapshots, not one future-Earth movie

Each tile is a separate ExoCAM world under prescribed sunlight and carbon dioxide.

29 SEPARATE CASES EACH CASE

1 2 3 4 5 6
70 model years

7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 I

19 20 21 2 23 2 { Final 20 years averaged J

after the climate settles
(=](=](=](=](=]

the future paths are traced schematically through separate settled climates

Original diagram - The Clean Paper - CC BY 4.0
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The range is built from choices, not read from a clock

Change a path, threshold or model boundary and the endpoint can move.

4 )
1 | CLIMATE PATH 2 | BIOLOGY 3 | MODEL BOUNDARY
Weak weathering Heat limit Geography
or or Ocean

g ot 6.8 Atmosphere
strong weathering carbon-dioxide limit P
Feedbacks

prescribed end members adopted, uncertain thresholds one ExoCAM configuration

- J

1.35-1.87 billion years | under assumptions

1.35-1.87 Gyr is not a date for the end of all life

Original diagram - The Clean Paper - CC BY 4.0
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qunquwgnn Fynhudwlwupgtnn jud wdpnnewjut nhtwdhly oyjhwtnup: Uplnnpunh
Fotpghw Yuwbbtne b dwnwgquyptint hwpywnplatpn tnytwbu dnynid Gh nidtn
wnliught hnuph b ;wthwquitg guon CO2-h ntidhuttph dtke, npintin mwnpbn dnntjatp
hnwphg 2tnynid ti:

Enpnighntt hwpdwupynnujubnipnitt ni wmbhbninghwyjwut dheowdwmnipiniin
hnnJwoh phtwpydwd dty hwymbynid G npuytu htwpwynpnipynibbtn: YApwtp
29 ihtwjwwl uhdnijughwtbnh Gpbtn ;6b: Unnbn sh gniyyg mwjhu, np wmywugqw
onquithguttinn qunquginid G vkl ppm CO2-n1d wphuwwmnn $nnnuhbptiqujht ninh,
L sh gnyg mwihu Uty dhjhwnn mwph dpininpmp junwyjwnnn punupwppenipjnia:

Uw wyuonyw Jjhdwjwjut agtwdwudh dwuht
wnynLup ¢k

Unptquh wuwjdwnwgnidp gnponid E hwupynip Uhihntwynphg Uhjhwpnuwynnp mwuphttnh
nipwgpnid: dudwbwlulhg dwupnuohtt mwpwgnivnp quihu E mwubwdwulbtnh W
nwntph pbpwgpnid stipdnguyhtt qugtinh wpwg wéhg: Upwtip mwnpbn forcing-tikn
&l wpdwnmwwbu mwupptp dudwtwluihtt dwupmwphtpny, L wuwunwupwbinid G
wwnptp hupgtph:

Yju ntunidttwuhpnipjut ke nghty sh pnyugtnid Gtpliu jihduwywjut thnthnpunipjut
wwwgnyghtnn W ;h hhitwynpnid gnpoénnnipinitp hbmwagbp: Yahuninpump, npp
htinwynn uUnnbjuyhtt ughttwptbtnhg dtynid Yupnn ' wwhwywit; $numnuhbptgnn
wbph npny dwun, nytn ¢k, hty Yihdwb, npntn wjuonyw hwuwnpwynipinitbbnd no
Eynhwdwwngbpp widmwbqg G:

<nnywoéh wpdtpn wyt k, np puwwm htinwynn hwupgp nupabnid £ wyth jupguuwuwh:
Y& gnyg £ mwihu, np wybih Jun, wupg dnnbiatpp jupnn tht ;uthwqubtg nidtn
mwpwglty Uninpwln, tpnp wnlbwghtt hnupp pupapwgynid kn, puyg CO2-p dtnid kp
$hpujwd, L np Pnnnuhliptiqnn Jyjubpn Yupnn E ywhywidwbd wyth puwm ninhtbtp
nLObGhw], pwt wnwownlnid F wohuwdth vkl jubntwwud pbhvn: Uhwdwdwbwl wyt
gnijg E mwjhu, pt hbgni jnipupwbygnin jpugnighy dUhihwunn mwupjw dwuwpwdbh
htmlinid Ghpwnpnipnibttph onpw Ju:

Stnlp uinignn Untquyp nuinwn thnhaynid E: Gnyhpn u 1.35, 1.87 jwd Gy wyp

pUny vhjhwpn wwph juiw; Yubw™ Juhdwd Yihth dpwthg, ph wwwpbtpp, gnipp,
Uplninpnt n1 Jyjutpp htywytu yjupdwgqutptt thwuht: Wqbhy wpnynitpp wduwphy
¢F: w wuwydwbwgnph wybih juyt mbtuwnpwub k:
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Ywnpa wdthnithnid

Gnwywth Jihdwywjwt niunidtwuhpnipiniin hwpginid E, pt npputt Gpwun unnn
E wwhuywdylk] Gnynh pniuvwud” $nnnuhbiptiquyhlt Yhbuninpump, tpp Wptquiyp
nuinun wwdwnwinid k: <Gmwgnnnttpn hwpywpybh G4 29 wnwtaht Yuynit
Jh@wyh Yhvw b npwbg dvhong wtglywugnb) tpyni gnigunpujut Suypwyhtt ugbhwnbtn:
(ny] hnnuwhwpdwbt W 400 ppm-h ynpwu dhpujwud CO2-h nbypnid gudwpuwjht
pnyutinh ponniywo etpduwyht vwhdwtbtnpn hwubtnid &b Unwn 1.68 W 1.87 dhjhwnpn
mwph hbwmn: Nidtn hnnUwhwpdwd W 288 Yhtdhth' Unm 15 °C qmpw) dhehth
ntwypnid $nnnuhtptgh nnniogusé CO2 uvwhdwbhtpn hwubtnid G Unn 1.35, 1.64
I, twhitwwb pbd ogummwgnpotihu, 1.84 thjhwipn mwnph htnn: <wwh dhoptinynn
1.86 Uhjhwinn wmwnphtt wupquuwbtu Gpint jwujuumbuwyud ytphtt Jytpetwltmtnh
Uinpugywd dheohtl E: Upwip ughbwnhg juhuwo dnnbtjughtt dhowluypttp G, ng
wduwphy, tpnp Yybppwttwt Gnyhnp, dwpnynipniin jud wdpnne Jywbpn: Unnbp
oqumuwagnponid £ twhiwmwbtu uvwhdwbywd ninhbtnp, tbpju wphiwphwgnnipni,
slab ocean W ynitih pwgwhwjmn hnn-pniuwwbinipnitd juwd Yihdw-hnniwhwnpnid
nhttwdhy yuw, hulj wdtbwbnyup gbwhwnmwuwbdtnpn Unnbtnid EG wbtnpn) stpinguht
W oyyjhwtinuh Ynpunh vwhdwtbtnhb:

WUnwig swhwuquignipjui

by E gnyg mwihu hnnuonp. ExoCAM-h wju Unbdhgnipughuynid tnwgwth
ihdwbbpnp pnhwinip wndwdp wybih phy G mwpwbnid wpbbwgh@t hnuph wéh
W $hpudwo CO2-h wuwydwbbhtnnid, puh hwitdwmnipjul hwdwn ogmwuagnpndywéd
wwnqgbgywo dnnbjobnp: <nniwhwnpdwbt tpynt vwhdwbywéd dwynwyhtt ughbtwpbtnh
W th pwth pinnitdwéd Jhhuwpwbwlwb ptutph ntwypnid pnivwljwut Yhhunnpunh
uwhdwbbtpn ptynid &6 wyuopywtthg Unwn 1.35-1.87 dhjhwpn mwnph htwnn:

bhast F hwywmiwljwua, puyg hwmumwuwmywd gk, ip npnp CAM pnyubtin jud nidywd
phwunpntwum ogumwgnponn opwhtt pnyubip Junpnn th wwhwywibl] $nnnuhbptgn
Unn Uty ppm dpininpumuyhtt CO2-h nbwpnid, np hwupdwupynnujubtnipyniap jud
mbthiininghwt Jwpnn &b wybih Gpnupugil; $nnnuhbiptquyhtt jjutpn, WL np
hpwiywb Yjhvw-hnndwhwpnid ninht jutw Gpynt dnnbjught swypughtt whnuuttnh
Uholi:

bz ¢h gnyg mwhu. Ennp pnyjutinh, wdpnne YPwtph, dwupnnuyht punwpwyppenipjub,
Gnyph oyyhwtnutiph jud dninpuwyh Jtpgh $hpujwsd wduwphy, hwenpn tpyne
Uhihwnn mupyuw utl wiptnhwm vhinijughw jud wyuopyw dwupnuioht ijhvwyujut
thnthnhunipiniip ppugbwhwmtint npuE Yuwmawn:

{hdtwjut vwhdwiwihwlynidatpp. UGy pihvwywwb dnnbih pbwmwihph 29
Juynilh yhtwhh ntwptn, nhtwdhynptt juwyywdh thnhuwuptt btwhiwwtiu vwhdwbtywd
hnniwhwnpdwd ninhttp, Gtpjuw wphuwphwgpnipnit, slab ocean, $hpujwd vhpw,
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ann opihyyhwmbtwn W Epugbhiimphuhwmbtinn, hnnh, pnivwwinipyut jud jehuninpuuht
htmwunwnd yuwh pugulunipnil, winpny etpduyhtt ni CO2 Ztutip L hunttwy ni
runaway greenhouse wuwjdwbttph dnun dnnbkjutnh dté mwpwawjinipini:

Npput Jumnmwhnipnii Wytmp F mttw unynpuyjutt paptpgnnp. Awnan
Junwhnipnil, np niunidbwuhpnipniop uytwugbnid ' hwjubwlwut dnnbiught
Udhowjwypn b hunmwjtgtinid wyt yipwhulnn Ghpwnpnipnibtbnn: Uheohtt yjunmwhnipinid
rUuwht dhowlwyph Guwmdwdp’ npwbu wyu dnnbh dbpunid ogmwlwn ppowdwly:
Swon Jyumwhnipinil nplk 62gphn wduwpyh Gundwdp, puth np wdbwhtnwynn
Jbipettwjbmtinn ywhijwé Gt nhwnwynpuw) éSwypwhtn Yihdwywlwuh ninhitiphg W
winpnp Jhhuwpwbnipinithg:

Unpnipbtnp

Hagq-Misra & Wolf, Maximum Lifetime of the Vegetative Biosphere, Journal of Geophysical
Research: Atmospheres 131, e2025]D045586 (2026)
https://doi.org/10.1029/2025JD045586

Haqgqg-Misra & Wolf, Maximum Lifetime of the Vegetative Biosphere: Model Data, Zenodo
record 16584870
https://doi.org/10.5281/zenodo. 16584870
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