1 ! \
I}- \l‘\ o |
\/4 — |
| 7 il
] ik } |l “\\'/
| i1k VAt ¥ - -
i Himy J | F/ -~
i =L Vi
{ "l \ 7 ,/',‘
\ = *
; /
IL
\ [/ '\
j !
\ [ .\ Zat e ] ¥
:,\\‘ s = f? ,’r e
Pi ; / Y /
“..;‘_‘_‘\ = ;;'__-——*-"‘”; /

——— Yhe

CLEAN PAPER

/}!ﬂ—\

WHAT THE PAPER SAYS - WHAT IT DOESN'T- WHY IT MATTERS

Chatbot-np jupotiu wdhutubtipny
uJwqgltignty k conspiracy belief-n

2024 pywlwubah niunidGwuhpnipjniip quwbjy kp, np GPT-4 Turbo-h hbtwn
tptip thnijny qgpnijgn dwpniubg dnn dnn 20%-ny Guqgbginid F hpbig
hwywwmwgud conspiracy theory-h Ghuwmdwdp hwdnqyuénipjnian, effect-n
wwhwwynid F tpgnr wdhu b wmwpplp conspiracy type-tiph dholi, huly Al-
h factual claim-Gtpp hhddwwbanid qawhwwmyly G ahpwm: 2026 pywulubh
hni&huhfi hnnwoéha Ygytig Editorial Expression of Concern data-handling
n1 reproducibility pulinhpatph wwwéwnny: JGnhtwltbtpp wunid GG, np
corrected analysis-n wwhwwbnid F wpnjniaph ninnnipjniin, significance-p i
guthp, hulj Science-p ntin gwhwwnid F wjb: <bmwppphp b juy Junnigywud
wnpnnibap” Ghpiuynid review-h mwl], ny hwumwwmywd ni ng debunked:

Written by Lucio Vaglio - Cross-checked by Cinzia Vaglio and Vera Rubin - Edited by Michele
Renda - Figures by Nova Vela - Al-assisted, human-reviewed

Paper: Durably reducing conspiracy beliefs through dialogues with AI, Thomas H. Costello, Gordon Penny-
cook, David G. Rand, Science 385, eadq1814 (2024) - DOI: 10.1126/science.adql1814
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hngbpwnipnid

Editorial Expression of Concern

Science-n hnnywoht gt k Editorial Expression of Concern, thtiy gtwhwwmnid
I data-handling U reproducibility hwupgtipn: Uw retraction ¢g& . misconduct-h
tgnuljugnipinih sk reported result-n whwmp E hwdwnt) provisional Uhligl review-

h wjwnwun:

Editorial Expression of Concern —

dwuwmbtipp, wytnrwdttiwythy — L wwpmnuwjwu
ganiougiwi tiynid hnnjwoh ypw

2024 pywutht hpwwwpwywéd ntunidtwuhnnipiniin hwjwutg vh hwpdwpwytn,
mwpwoéywd hwinguniliph: Gpt dwupnnid ww) Junpd bptp thnijhg punjugud
gnnyg WLh htwn® GPT-4 Turbo, npp hpwhwigyud ' ywuwmwuhiwbbne hkbg wb
Uniyptm wwwgnygitinhti, npntigny dwnnp hhdbwynpnid £ hp hwjuunwugwd
nuwywunpnipjul mtunipjniip, wyw vhohtinid wyn mbunipjud tjundwdp hwjwwmn
0Jwugnid E dnn 20%-ny: Lywgnidp wwhwywtyty bn twl Gnine wihu wtg: Upnynitpn
tpliwghty Ep pt’ nuuwlwd nwjwunpnipinibitph nbwpnid® John F. Kennedy-h
uywinipinid, wypdnnpujuyhtbtp, Hluminati, pt” wpnhwjut phdwatnh nbwpnid”
COVID-19, 2020 pywiwth WUU npbwnpnipnitobtp, L Gnythul wld dwpnlubg
unwm, npnig hwdnqgqunilpp uygpnid nidtn Ep ni juwyywd hbpbnipjut htwm: Gnp
wynndtuhntiw fact-checker-n gbwhwwmtb F UWLAh wpwo 128 thwumwljwb wannidtutpn,
127-n gbwhwwnytb) £ Ghpwm, dkyp misleading, ny Utyp" uhuwy:

Swnpwdéywo Jytpbwghnpp uvw kn. dwpnubtg httwpwynnp £ thwumbtipng nnipu ptptg
«rabbit hunnng»-hg: Wuhlpd nwdwnpnipjnid believer-ttpp wwwgnijghg nnipu
¢, wyupquubtiu wbhwmp E Gpubg Yntynbm ptpwd hwumwnlubnhtt wuwmwuhiw bty
pujuwuwbwyuth wthuwnmwjubwugyuwsd auny: Uw hujuwbu htwmwppphn winnid L,
hulj htmwugnunipjuld nhqujtn persuasion-h dwuh@t pugquwphy wphiwnmwtpitnhg
wbih qgnijp En:

Qtwnn 2026 pywlwih hnitthuht, Science-n hnnywoht Yghg pipugpuljué Expres-
sion of Concern: Ytpwwwwunidttinh dtdé dwup httg wju dwul £ hpwnipjudp
pug pnntnid, Uhtynbn wyuon wpnynitipht nppwb Yohn mwnt hwupgn yuhaywé E hthg

npwihg:

bty k Expression of Concern-n — . hbig sk

hudpugpuljul Expression of Concern-p wduwgnph wuwpmnwlwd qgnipugnidh
E, nppn nbptpgnnhtt wmtntuginid E, np hnnjwoéh yYtpwptpuw) hwngtp
k. wnwowgtl), Uhly wn hwpgbtppn nbn pbiynid Gh: W hbwmjwmby &
hnnwoén htim sh ubsgyk), W htphht ghnwjwt pwhinmdwt tgpujugnipinia
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¢k gt Gwbhwlynid k. Yupnwgbp wu yJbtpuwwwhnidp hwpyh wntbny,
npnyhttmle. ghnwlju® gpunnidp nbn Jwnpnn £ thnpuyb;: WQuwmbn hubnhptbnh
dwuhl wmbntywblwinig htbmn htnhttwhobtpnp hbmwpbtt; &h, dwipuwdwubbnp
thnhuwtigh) Science-ht L Gipyuywgnb) ninnywé Yytpnidénipinih:

Flag wunywo hunhptbtinp yntypbm tGh: Qtinhtwatnhtt mtntiwugnk) &4, np fwuttwyhg-
screening criteria-it atnwughpnid L hpwwwpwyjwsd ybpnidénipinid Ynnnid Gnyt

Utnw ¢h Yhpwnyt), . np hwtpuhtt myjujtinh hwjwpwéninid Ynn-merging uhuwjh
wwwmbwnny hwwmbdl Gh wybinpn pwpptp: 9Ypw wumbwnny hpuwwwpwliywd
yniptnhg npnp pYtn yipupumwnntin ndjwn kn: Ltnhttwlttpn Science-ht tipyuwywugnty

t0 ninnyuwd ytpnionipinit pipeline b updated wpnynibpttn, nnntp, hpttg unupny,
plophtiwyht hwdwwywnmwuhiwd G ninnnipjudp, Jhawjugpuju i Gyutwljujhnipiniin
L substantive jwmthny: Science-n ntn qlwhwwmnid ' npwutp: Lwbh ntn wyn
qwhwwmniun sh wjwpnmyt], 62gnphwn pytnp whwp E nhnb) npytu Gwhitwlywb:

Wuwhuny uvw dhwdwdwbwl tpynt wwwmdnipinid k. htmwppphn wpnnilp wy
dwuh, ph hwumtpn yupn™n G4 2wupdt] wdnip hwinguniipbtinp, b Yhinwbh opnhtiwy
wjt Ywuh(, pbh ghnwwub gputignidp htywtiu ' pug aunyg htiph hptd ninnnid: Wu
hnnywoh tyuwmwlt wyn tpyniunp hpwphg sghuwuntb)b k:

Belief in a chosen conspiracy, before and after an Al conversation

Study 1: mean belief among the 763 participants who believed their conspiracy, by condition

90 -

N

—? +\%
80 -

-18 pts -13 pts

right after at 2 months

(still open)
treatment holds:
no fade to 2 months

70 -

60 -

scale midpoint
50 - (above = still a believer)
O Control (neutral chat)

© Treatment (Al rebuts your evidence)

Belief in own chosen conspiracy (0-100)

Before After 10 days 2 months
the chat

Reconstructed by The Clean Paper from the public OSF dataset (Costello, Pennycook & Rand, Science 385, eadql814, 2024)
Dataset under a June 2026 Editorial Expression of Concern; values are provisional, not exact published figures.
Markers = group means; whiskers = 95% Cl; shaded band = treatment-control gap.

Niunidbwuhnpnipjwbd dte tntp thniny UL qpnijgn, npp hwjunwnanid kp dwubwlygh
utithwwb phpwo «wwywgnyghtinht», hwnnpnynid tp npwtiu Unn 20% dheohtt tJugnid tpw
npmpwo nujunpnipinith dundwudp hwjuwmnid: Tahuy ptduwny ytpnwhulihy gnnygh
hwdtdwwm wyn Gugnidp nbn suthtih kp 10 op W 2 wdhu wtg: Ugnbtgnipiniin juynit kn,
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pwyg dwubwyh. fwubwyhgbtnh dté dwun htmwguynid b pupnitwlynid bFp hwjwwmug
mbunipjwin” wupquutiu wykih phy: <nnuén Ghpluynid Science-h hudpwgpuljui
Expression of Concernh mwl k (2026 hnitthu)” huwpytwmynipjub
wihwdwwwmwuhwbinipnitbtnh L hwtnuhtt myjudtph hwjwpwoéonih uhawih
wwwmbéwnny: <tnhtwlbtnn wunid &4, np ninnyuo ybpnidnipiniiin wuwhwywinid k
wgntignipjull ninnnipniin, puwbwlwihnipiniin b ;wthp, hul Science-n punnitwlyniy k
qwhwwmnidn: Wyu chart-n The Clean Paper-n yhnwwnnigt) E hwtpuyht myjudtnh
hwjwpwénihg, ntumh pytinn Gwhitwywt G, ny hnnJwéh Yyipebwljwd tywunitpn:

Original figure — The Clean Paper CC BY 4.0

bty wintightt htinhttwjutnn

« Waghwgnht tpyni thnpa® 2,190 dwubwlgny: 8nipupwbygnipn dwnpn hp puntpny
wijwitg wyh nuyunpnipinil mtunipniad, npht hwywwmnid Ep, L wyt wmywgnygubnp,
nnny Yunpoénid kn, pt wyt hhdtwynpynid k:

« Snipwpwlynin dwulwyhg tptp thniyny hunutig GPT-4 Turbo-h htwn: Treatment
wuwydwinid ULhh hpwhwig Fp mpywé hwjunwnpatin hthg dwutwlgh ntyptm
wwwgnygutinht, hul yipuwhulhy wuydwinid ptbwnyynid bp wtjuy phdw:

¢ Lompywo nuyjywunpnipjnith Guundwdp hwywwmp suhytg qpnyghg wnwye W
wtdhowwtiu htmmn, wmyw dwubwyhgttinht tinphg nhutightt 10 op . 2 wuihu wg:

« Mnndtuhnbw fact-checker-n ghiwhwwntig tunipnid WLh wpwéd pninn 128 thwumw
wunnidbtnh éogpunnipyniin:

« Umnigtightl’ wanbgnipyniip mwpwodyn™id E wy;, wiljuw nuunpnipynibbtph
Unw, W specificity phumh hwdwp wpnynp wyl GJugtghn®id E owle wyb nuunpnipynibbtph
tjundwdp hwywwmn, npnip ywwwnmwhnid E hpuwjuwtnid ahpwm jhata:

bty gqunut

* Unn 20% udthohtt Gywugnid pnidnid hunidpnid pbwmpywé nwyjwnpnipinith
auundwdp hwyjywwmnid™ Jyhpwhulhy hudph hwdbdwum (niunidbwuhpnipynia 1°
95% Jumwhnipjul dhowluwyp [13.8, 19.7] hwm 100-4tnmwling umlnnuyh ypw, P
< 0.001):

c Unpnmitpn wwhuywiylig: Treatment hunidpnid Gjugnidp sgubhbtmwguy.
hwjwwmp 10 on b Gpiynt wdhu whg ddwg dnnwynpuyiuv wbdhewwiu qpnijghg
htbmn Enwd dwlwpnuyhd gJhpunwuniwnyg ulgpbwwdht, Jdhiy ytpwhulhg
hunidpp pwpnibwltig wybkih punpan dtwy: <nnjwén wgnbtgnipiniin tjupugpnid
E npwtu ptmpywé nuwywunpnipinith Gundwdp wntjuqt tpynt wdhu wnwtg
ayuwmbih pnyugdul wwhwywiywo thnthnpunipini, ngy jupbwnl mwumwbtnid:

 Wnnyniapp generalize Fn winid dwunpnyuwtg tipwud mwupptin nwjwunnnipinitbtnh
thol b wwhwwynid Ep Gl ugpnid 2w nidtn hwyjwwn n1ibignn dwuttwhgatinh
Unun:
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Wju dhowjuypnid WLh thwumwju @t yinnidatpp pum 62gphwm Ehé 128-hg
127-n (99.2%) 6hpw, 1-n (0.8%) misleading, ny Ukyp upuwy:

Wgntgnipniap Ynayptwm kn, n; ptnhwtnip juujuwoéwdmnipinit: Intervention-

n fn WJugbgnid hpwljut nwyunpnipynibttnh Guundwdp hwyjwwmp, hbgmn
hnipnid E, np wyb pwunpdnid kp unsupported belief-tipn, ny; dwpniwutg nupabnid
wutt htighg ghtthy:

Yup Guli modest spillover. wj, wiluwy nwywnpnipjnibidtph Guumdwdp
hwyjwwmp tjugtg Unn 12%-ny, L fwubwhgtbn wyth dbdé wumpuwumwjuwdnipjnih
Fht hwymbnid hwjunwupatint nwjwunnpnipinid winnidbtnht:  pubwjut wgntignipiniin
wwhuywiybg niunidtwuhpnipinid 2-nid L tnyt ninnnipinitd tp gnyg wmwihu
twl. wnwbg Yytipwhulhy hunidph wygtih thnpp Gunipn” wybih pny] wuywgnygibn,
puwyg hwdwhni Gy:

hty v sh wmywgnignid

Yyu wwhhl wpynitpn wnwiig hwpgujubatph sh jubqbuwmd: <nnguodn
hadpwgnpwljub Expression of Concernh mwlj E myjjujtinh tpwjdwt b yepupmwunpbihnipinia
hatnhpttnh wwwéwnny, hul ninnyuwo pytnnp ntin Science-h gtwhwwmuw b thninid

t0: Uhty wyn gnuwpinunipjud wjwpump Ynbyptm pytpn twhpttuub Go:

Uw ¢h gnyg mwjhu, np ULp «pnidnid» E nujwnnnipinid belief-n: Unwn 20% dhoht
0Jwugnidp hdwuwmwihg thnthnhunipinib k, ny yhpugnid: Uwulwlhgbtnh Wt dwup
htwmn F hwjwwmnid tp mbunipjuiin” wupquwbu ywjwu:

Uw hpujuwu@t wipghuwuphh Yhpunnid wpnniap ¢k Uwutwyhgtpn judwynn
Ut Fhtt ntunidbwuhpnipinit b pupthunénpta pthynid tht WRh htwm: Ppujwb
pwbpnid nuwywunpnipniiht witwnidtn juwywséd dupnhly junpnn Gt wdtbwphsn
guiljutiw] nhutg chatbot-h, npp hwjunwnatny £ hptag:

99.2% 6tpgqpunipjniiin §nayptwn E wju wnwewnpuiph, dinntjh b qqnijp
prompting-h hwudwn: Uw ptinhwtnip tpuwphuhp ok, nn jigne Unnbjatpn 6odwupnnipinia
Eh wunid: Qtnhtwlatnp Gnythuy ptowmnid G, np Gnyb personalized persuasive
Jhtwuwgnuwbl hgnpnipjnitp Yupnn kp vhiwg belief-tin nidtnugtty, tph wn
ninnnipjudp Jhpwnytin:

«Juynit» wjumbtin putwlnid E tpynit wdhu: 2w mywynnhy £ Uk conversation-h
hwdwp, puyg Wunwwb wpnnibp sk:

Nnppw”tt nLdtin £ wwwgnygn

Qhquybtp hpuwa nidtn Ynnd kE: Treatment-versus-ytipwhulhy yipwhulynn ex-
periments, Ywpnin wjwugtipn-like ytnwhulhg, nlanipinihd tpynt ntunidtwuhpnipnitnid
L wiywh tdnipnid, durability htmwgw nhmwnynidtn b WAh utithww b thwumwlu
wlnnidttinh explicit 62gpnnipinilh check. uw persuasion htmwgnunipjnith ko
dwuhg qqnip E, L wgnbgnipjul ninnnipiniin tnytd F wyb pninp wmbnbnpniy,
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npnbn unniqyt k:

fuyg Expression of Concern-p dwinpwugpnipiniit gk <puyupulyud
wyjwttiphg n1 Ynnhg hunnpnywé phyttinp tnphg unwbw] yupnnuiwnp wpynitiph
Junmwhbjhnipjwd dwu k, U htbg nw E wyjunbin phwhungt] quiw@ suthwthptibnh
wihwdwywnmwuhiwbnipinibttinh ni Ynnh Jdhwynpiwl uvuhuwhg wnwewgwd
Unyynn mnnh-tph Wwwwmawnny: <tinhtwyatnh wannidp, np ninnywoé Yytpniéwjut
onpwl wwhwywinid E wnpnynibpp, hniuwnpnn ni hwjwbwliwt k, puyg nbn
htinhttwhtbph utthwwt hwpytmynipinihb k, ny; mbjuh verdict: Uyywubjne put
wjuwmbin Science-h gbwhwwmnidt k:

Wqhhy jupgquyhtwlyp «flagged» k, ny «debunked» Jud «hmumwmywud»:
Lwy YJwnnigywd nir hbtwmwpnpphp niunidbwuhpnipinit, nph &gnphwn pybtnp
wupumnwlwl gpwhinunipjul wwl th: Uw gnigh wbhwpdwp Junp b juyg
wwwminipiniin pnnitnt hwdwn, puyg htig hhiw wdkbwaygnhm abbwljtpuwnida
k:

husnL £ uw juplinp

SwinhGtp pwpnitiwl wgntghy mtuwltm Jwn, np nuywunnnipjnil believer-utinht

oundnid Ll psychological need-tinti n1 identity-t, niumh thwuwmbtinny tpuwbtg hwinguniipiipn

thnhutip htwpwynp gk: Gt wyju wpnynitpn wuwhwwtgh, wywgnygttin-based . juynit
0Jwugnidn unlinp hwywlphn Yihtth wyn pessimism-ht: Wy hnipnid k£, np huinph dh
dwun Jupnn Ep 1htit] wyQ, np generic debunking-n tGpptip Jbn qpunynid uyé §nayptwm
wwwgnijgitipny, npp myju) dwnnp hpwwbinid E dbeptipnid, thtiy LLM-p Junnn k
nw wik] dwupmwpny:

Wpnynilpp uplnp E Gwl npwbu ophtwll” ghwnipniip htywtu £ yhnmp wphuwwnmh:
Expression of Concernh nwup wjt ¢, np hwywmbh wnpynitpitppn wbhwnpdtp Go:
Qwul wyh E, np uhuwttipp nnipu G4 quihu, myjwjtinpn tnphg E ntunidtwuhnpynid,
wiunnidtpn hwtpuwhtt duny ypyhtt G unmnigynid: Wn dbhuwbhgquh wphiwwmtbip
hwdwlwupgh wnwybinipinid k, ny ujutnuy, W hthg npuw wuwméwnny wyu wpnyniiph
tumdiwdp 6hpwm nhppp hwdpbpnipynitd B ny wddhowljuh dSwthwhwnnipinii, nyg
widhowljw b dtpdnid:

Gy ULh hwdwn wwwdnipjniin tpuuwygn E: Gnyb jupnnnipiniap, npp wthuwnmwjutwugywo
thwumwnyny Junnn k pnywugtt) upuw belief-p, tnytpwt Yupnn E nidtnugity wyt:
Technique-n stigqnp E, Gyumwln” ng:

Yuwnt wuthnthnid

2024 pywlwih ntunidtwuhpnipinilpn qunty kn, np GPT-4 Turbo-h htim tpkp thniyny
gqnnign dwupnuig dnn dnn 20%-ny tyugbghnid E hptiig hwjumwgwé nujwunnpnipinia
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wmbtunipiniih Gumdwdp hwdngywonipiniiin: Ugntgnipiniopn wwhwwiyk) bp Gpyny
wuhu, tpllwgl) In mwpptp nuyunpnipnitttph mwupptip mtuwyotnh nbwpnidy,
hul UWeh thwunmwlwt winnidbtpn hhdtwljwinid gwhwwmyt; tht @hpw: 2026
PYwwth hnithuhtt hnnwoén wyjwidtph Wwwldwd b Jtpupumwnpbihnipinia
htnhpttph wwwéwnny huwwmbybg hudpwgnpuljut Expression of Concernh wmwl:
Qtnhtwlttpn hwywmtnid &b, np ninnywoé ytpniénipiniin wuwhwwinid F wnpnnibph
ninnnipjniin, Gpubwlwihnipinitn b gwthp, hul Science-n ntin gbwhwwmnid E wyt:
Xhow EFuytt jupnw) npytiu hujuwtiu htmwpnphn, qgniy? junnigywd wpnynilp, npp
atpyuynid gpupinunipjul mwy B ny hwumwmywd Jepgtwjutt thwuwm, ng htipnpywd
wwwndnipinill: Wdhbwwqlhy Gtgpuwwugnipiniin hthg ghnwiwb gnpoplipwugt E
rhiunnnid. tnphg unniqhj:

Unpnipbtp

Costello, Pennycook & Rand, Durably reducing conspiracy beliefs through dialogues with Al,
Science 385, eadq1814 (2024)
https://doi.org/10.1126/science.adql814

Editorial Expression of Concern, Science (posted 11 June 2026; H. Holden Thorp, Editor-in-
Chief), DOI 10.1126/science.aej2383
https://www.science.org/doi/10.1126/science.aej2383
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